Station XIII: DARKNESS
Jesus Dies on the Cross

SCRIPTURE
Take some time to read and reflect on this week’s passage: Luke 23:44-46.

REFLECTION FOR ADULTS
On July 1, 1941, the Nazis occupied Riga, Lithuania. Four days later, every synagogue in Riga
had been burned to the ground. Every synagogue except one. The Peitav Synagogue was too
close to the city center, and the Nazis feared that setting it on fire would put the other city
buildings in danger. So they ransacked it and converted it into a warehouse for their evil and
dark purposes. If you go into a Jewish synagogue, you will notice that the most central feature
of the sanctuary is the ark, the Aron Kodesh, where the Torah scrolls are housed. Many arks
contain heavy curtains that are pushed aside during worship to reveal the scriptures they
contain. Following the war, it was discovered that the eastern wall of the Peitav Synagogue,
the wall where the ark was located, was a false one. Christians from the local Reformed
Church, led by their pastor, Gustavs Shaurums, had hastily erected the wall to protect the
sacred scrolls. Today the synagogue is a flourishing center of Jewish life within the city.
The curtains on the ark in many synagogues recall the ones that originally hung in the Holy of
Holies in the Jerusalem Temple, separating the people from the inner sanctum of the
sanctuary. Only the high priest was allowed to enter…and only once a year. In the beginning
of Luke’s gospel, Zechariah, the high priest, is performing his duties behind that curtain when
the angel Gabriel appears to him telling him that he will have a son, John the Baptist. After
John’s birth, Zechariah sings the Benedictus, a song known to many Christian. The last lines of
that hymn say, “Through the heartfelt mercies of our God, God’s Sunrise will break in upon us,
shining on those in the darkness, those sitting in the shadow of death” (Luke 1: 78-79, The
Message).
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At this station, we arrive at the end of Luke’s gospel. All hope that God’s sunrise will appear
seems to be lost. Darkness comes over the land, and the sun’s light fails. But then, an amazing
event happens in the midst of this darkness. The veil in the temple is torn in two. The false
wall that had been erected between God and humanity comes crushing down at the death of
Jesus. Just as the scrolls that were discovered behind the wall in the Peitav Synagogue gave
light to that community, so the tearing of the temple veil at the death of Jesus reveals to us
the light that God has always intended for creation.
Take a look at the picture you are coloring. Notice that you are looking from behind the veil to
the cross. It’s as if we were always on the inside, just waiting for God’s sunrise to break upon
us. As you color in the images on the veil, be mindful of those who still sit in the shadow of
death. How might you rip the veil open for them?

REFLECTION FOR CHILDREN
Jesus worshipped at the Jerusalem Temple many times when he was alive. In that temple was
a curtain that separated people from the Holy of Holies, the place where they believed God
was present in a very special way. When Jesus died, two amazing things happened: it
became very dark all throughout the city, and the curtain in the temple was torn in two.
Because of Jesus’ death, we can now always be in God’s presence.

DISCUSSION WITH CHILDREN
• Can you think of a time when you might have been afraid of the dark?
• What did you do to help you overcome your fear?

GOING DEEPER
• Where are some places in the world where you see people “sitting in the shadow of
death?”
• How is God challenging you to bring “God’s sunshine” to them?
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Station XIV: BURIAL
Jesus is Placed in the Tomb

SCRIPTURE
Take some time to read and reflect on this week’s passage: Matthew 27:57-60.

REFLECTION FOR ADULTS
There is a story told in South Africa about some children who threw rocks at a delivery van
one day. The army was called, and they opened fire, killing an innocent 10-year-old girl. One
of the soldiers was chosen to guard the little girl’s body, which was lying in the dust, while
they waited for the authorities to arrive. Seeing that the girl’s dress was torn and her body
exposed, the soldier took off his own shirt to cover the child. Then he stood guard, dressed
only in his pants. When one of the other soldiers mocked him and asked why he would do
such a thing, the soldier replied, “She is also made in the image of God.”4
Christians throughout the ages have always given great respect to the human body after
death. Whether through washing and anointing, incensing, sprinkling baptismal water,
burying it in the earth, or returning a person’s ashes to God’s creation, Christians have ritually
shown their profound belief that our bodies are dwelling places of God’s Spirit. Our funeral
practices are meant to remind us of the truth found in the opening chapters of the Bible when
God said, “Let us make humankind in our own image” (Genesis 1:26).
At this fourteenth station, we meet Joseph of Arimathea, a person of great wealth and
merciful compassion. Mary was the widow of a poor carpenter, and Jesus was an itinerant
rabbi. In the eyes of many, they were just poor peasants. In the eyes of the state, Jesus was
criminal unworthy of a proper burial. But to Joseph, a secret follower of Jesus, Jesus was the
very image of God! And, as such, he deserved a respectful burial.
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Take a look at the picture you are coloring. On the front of the stone, there appears to be a
seed hanging from the branch of a tree. Around the seed, it looks like things are beginning to
emerge and grow. As followers of Jesus, the seed of resurrection life has already been
planted in our hearts. And on the day of our own burial, that seed will begin to sprout as we
make our way back home to the God in whose image we were created.
Take a closer look at the picture...perhaps what looks like a seed is also a cocoon. At first
glance, a cocoon doesn't seem to be a likely image for Easter. But it's what is going on inside
that counts. The old caterpillar is being transformed into a beautiful butterfly that will emerge,
bright with color, and full of new life. As you finish coloring this station, think about how your
own life has been transformed by taking this journey with Jesus this Lenten. "Now we look
inside, and what we see is that anyone united with the Messiah gets a fresh start, is created
new. The old life is gone; a new life burgeons! Look at it" (2 Corinthians 5:17, The Message)!

REFLECTION FOR CHILDREN
After Jesus died on the cross, one of his friends, Joseph of Arimathea, asked Pilate if he could
take Jesus’ body down from the cross. Along with Mary, Jesus’ mother, and some other
friends of Jesus, Joseph prepared Jesus’ body for burial. Then he buried Jesus in his own
tomb.

DISCUSSION WITH CHILDREN
• Have you ever been to a cemetery? How did it make you feel to be around the graves?
• Have you ever seen a butterfly come out of its cocoon? Why do you think the butterfly is
one of the symbols people use at Easter?

GOING DEEPER
• How does your own tradition give respect to the body after death?
• What do the funeral rituals of your church teach you about the dignity of the human
body?
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