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Discernment Team Commissioned on April 10 

At both church services on Sunday, April 10, in a liturgy led 
by the Rev. Kathryn Costas, the Discernment Committee was 
commissioned by the congregation to do their work. They 
were joined by Senior Warden Barbara Busch, who read aloud 
to the congregation a letter from the Vestry which outlined the 
work with which the committee is charged. Above is a picture 
of Kathryn taking a photo of our Discernment Committee with 
Barbara that Sunday:  Mac Frazier, Lucy McCarl, Evelyn 
Beam, Barbara Busch, Jim Evert, Kathy Lyday, Betty Purcell, 
Jennifer Greer, Craig Mills, Dianne Swanson.  

Co-chairperson Lucy McCarl reports about the committee’s 
progress:  “The Discernment Committee met for the second 
time at Betty Purcell's house on Wednesday, April 6th.  We 
spent time getting to know each other better, and as a result, 
we have a feeling of commitment and trust toward each other 
in our process.  It is a good cohesive group.  We will be devel-
oping a congregational survey as part of the process in the 
coming weeks.” 

Let’s all remember to keep these people in our prayers! 

By Melissa Eggers 



NEXT MEETING: May 16, 2016, 6:00 PM. 
In 2016, Vestry meetings are on the 3rd Monday of each month 

APRIL 18TH VESTRY MINUTES IN BRIEF 
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      Provided by Barbara Busch, Senior Warden 

You may request a copy of full Vestry minutes after they 

are approved at the following month’s meeting. You 

will find full approved minutes on the church website; 

go to www.saintjamesepiscopal.org.  Also, Vestry meet-

ings are open, so you are welcome to attend. Below is a 

summary of topics discussed and actions taken at this 

month’s Vestry meeting, provided by Senior Warden 

Barbara Busch. 

Bible study on John: 10 and Vestry prayer list. 

Read the Vestry Rule of Life for 2016. 

Approved the Consent Agenda items as a group.  (Consent Agenda items are sent to 
Vestry members for comment or correction at least one week in advance and do not 
require further discussion.) These include the Rector’s report, Sr. Warden’s report, 
Treasurer’s report, and the minutes of the previous Vestry meeting. 

Discussed and approved support for Project Graduation this year. 

Junior Warden’s report:  Interior repairs to the office hallway will start soon.  Work 
on the Oak and Ash trees will probably start around the second week in May.  A cam-
era for the front door has been purchased and will be installed. 

James Hogan reported on coordinating Vestry and the Endowment Fund Board with 
regard to procedures to move money in or out of the fund as needed. 

The Vestry and other interested people are invited to a planned giving workshop on 
May 25 in Asheville. 

More investigation is needed regarding upgrading our phones.  We want to add caller 
ID and make other improvements.  

Camp Henry Day is May 1.  Loose plate offering that day will go to Camp Henry.  
Loose plate offering on May 8 will go to the Rector’s Discretionary Fund. 

Discussed results of parishioner survey about use of our website.  Improvements are 
needed. 

Began a discussion of the role of St. James in Lenoir and how to inform people who 
could be interested in joining us. 



JOINING A NICE GROUP OF PEOPLE         

by Melissa Eggers 

Currently we have around 15 parishioners who have been trained to serve as 
volunteers at LEOS, the Lenoir Emergency Outreach Shelter.  St. James has a 
regular ministry of manning LEOS on the 4th Saturday of each month from 
8:00AM until 3:30PM.  2016 is our first full year of this ministry, and so far 
we are pulling it off.   

If you were to join in, these are the St. James people you’d be coming together 
with as a LEOS volunteer:  Annette Beam, Evelyn Beam, Jennie Deal, Melissa 
Eggers, Emerson and Cheryl Dickey, Jennifer and Steve Greer, Ken Klinger, 
John Limbrunner, Jesse Massey, Maggie Martin, Jim and Janet Muir, Betty 
Purcell, Rebecca Sime. 

Below are the photos and testimonies of two volunteers who had their first ex-
periences being at LEOS during the last couple of months.  Here is what they 
had to say:   

“I was pleasantly surprised by how easy it was. The res-
idents are self sufficient and very sweet. I'm glad our lit-
tle town has a safe and reliable home for those in need, 
because that's what it feels like there. A home, not just a 
shelter. I was really comfortable being there and I look 
forward to helping again!”  Jesse Massey 

 

“When asked to volunteer at 

LEOS I had some reserva-

tions and concerns about be-

ing able to fulfill the requirements. Serving turned 
out to be much easier than I had expected. The res-
idents are extremely nice and appreciative of our 
help. They all know the routine and the rules and 
won't take a chance ruining the good thing they 
have. Initially I wasn't sure I was trained well 
enough, but as it turns out you more than likely 
won't ever use the majority of the training. Don't be 
shy, give it a try, I think you'll be pleasantly sur-
prised. I was.”  John Limbrunner 
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Curlie Washington and Larry Bailey usually see each other on Sunday morn-
ings when Larry opens up the church.  Curlie is already on hand, and they 

talk as they walk around the 
church together.  The quality 
Curlie most admires in other peo-
ple is that “you can talk to them,” 
he says.  Which explains their 
liking of one another’s compa-
ny.  They share the same birth-
day, February 4, but in different 
years.    

Curlie was born in 1952, making 
him now 64 years of age.  He 
was born in a small town named 
Maben, in Mississippi.  He has 

two brothers and two sisters, and they were mostly raised by grandparents 
from the time Curlie was very small. 

In addition to Mississippi, Curlie has lived in Florida, New York, Georgia, 
South Carolina, and North Carolina.  He has worked at picking various types 
of produce, building various constructions, and he did various jobs in work-
ing for the city of Greensboro.  He married at age 21 in Greensboro and 
lived there around 5 years.   Curlie has one son and one daughter. 

Curlie came to Caldwell County around 30 years ago as a result of being in 
prison for 5 to 6 years, at the end of which he was placed at the prison camp 
in Hudson.  He was put on work release, in which he worked in a local fur-
niture plant, and when he had served his time, he kept working that job.  
Over the years, he worked for Broyhill, Singer, K&K, walking several miles 
a day to work and never missing a day, he says.  

He lived in Hudson a couple of times and at different places in Lenoir.  But 
when times grew hard and furniture plants were laying people off and then 
his unemployment ran out, Curlie earned money wherever and whenever he 
could and lived wherever he could.  He would not stay in any kinds of shel-
ters, sometimes living in the woods, he said.  Curlie is blind in his right eye, 
the result of a workplace injury about ten years ago, but disability is not 
something he ever sought. When he turned 62 he began drawing early social 
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GOOD TO KNOW: CURLIE WASHINGTON 

 
By 

Melissa Eggers 
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security based on all his working years, and so now he does have a monthly income 
again that allows him to have a small apartment of his own.  

Curlie says he gets up most days around 3:00 AM, explaining that he has always 
been an early riser because of having to get up so early to walk to work.  He spends 
most of his days at the City Café and also the poolroom, which is a part of the same 
building.  He works there in different capacities, and says about the people, “They 
help me out, and I help them out.”  When you speak to others about Curlie, their ob-
servations are most often about his willingness to work hard and about his honesty.  
Upon being told about these comments, he says, “I tell the truth the best way I can.”   

If you have much conversation with Curlie, you will be impressed.  You will see that 
you are talking to a man who experiences visions.   A man who speaks often about 
prayer, about God, and how much his faith means to him.  When asked what was his 

best decision in life, for instance, he 
says it was to believe in God.  When 
asked what is his most treasured pos-
session, he says that it is God.  Curlie 
prays for people, and people seek 
him out to have him pray for them.  
He says, “I get a feeling from the 
Lord” and he knows what to pray 
about.   

Curlie first came to St. James on 
Pentecost Sunday of 2011.  He was 
passing by the church grounds when 

we had a tent outside on the lawn for the service that day.  Because of Room at the 
Table, some of us already knew Curlie and he knew us, and Rebecca Sime called 
him over to join us that Sunday. Before long, Curlie was a regular at the 10:30 ser-
vice, where he especially enjoyed helping Gene Pur-
cell into and out of the church in his wheelchair.  
Curlie is a natural at caring for people, and he loves 
being of help.  For instance, when acolytes grew 
scarce and there was nobody coming down into the 
aisle to hold the Gospel book, Curlie began stepping 
out into the aisle to perform that function.  Within a 
few months after Gene’s death, Curlie started attend-
ing the 8:00 service, where he holds the Gospel book 
each Sunday.  

The Rev. Larry Britt, who sometimes supplied at St. 
James during the last several years, told of the first 



time he saw Curlie at St. James.   Upon seeing him 
outside after church, he asked the nearest person, 
who happened to be Gene Purcell, “Who is that 
guy?”  Gene replied in a matter-of-fact voice, “I 
think he might be an angel.” 

Asked what he likes best about our services, Curlie 
said that he has been to a lot of different churches, 
but he thinks that our services are closer to what 
church was like for him when he was a child.  And 
the thing that means the most to him is that so much 
of the Bible is read aloud during the service, and we 
“don’t try to change things,” he said.  We read 
straight out of the Bible—that’s what is important to 
Curlie.  He spoke of how you can sit and listen to 

the Scripture being read and you can picture those things that happened in the past 
and can also picture things in the future too.  Some of his favorite Bible stories are 
those of Moses parting the waters, Elijah being taken up into heaven, and the 
woman washing Jesus’ feet with her hair.  He says other people often invite him to 
go to church with them, and his reply is always, “I know your church is a nice 
church, but I am only interested in one church, and that is St. James.”   

We will end by giving you two unconnected pieces of information about Curlie.  
One is that his favorite color is blue.  And the second is that he did not have an an-
swer when asked what sorts of things he fears or worries about.  “I try not to let 
things worry me too much, he said,” adding, “I just put it in the hands of the 
Lord.”  Hearing about this man’s faith and trust in God, you can’t help but con-
clude that Curlie Washington is good to know.                          By Melissa Eggers 

Thank You!Thank You!Thank You!Thank You!    

I would like the members of St. James Episcopal 

Church to know how much I appreciate the cards with 

heartfelt words, prayers, phone calls to my dad, and 

phone calls to me. I have truly felt the love from my 

home church. It brings tears to my eyes to know how 

much we are in  your prayers, and I want to thank you 

for all your thoughtfulness.  

Love, Sallie Novak 6 



7 

We Need Your Help! 

By Deb Allen 

The finance committee of St. James Church, while 
going over our utility bill each month, decided we 
need to let the congregation know that we need 
your help.  The electric bill for the month of March was $1458.00!!!   

How can you help?  The same way you would help to 
reduce your home utility bill.  Please be sure to turn 
off lights when leaving a room (especially bathrooms, 
where lights are often left on); close doors when you 

are leaving, etc.   

One big issue that has been noticed is the use of ALL 
the lights in the Hogan Room.  The Hogan Room has 
windows on two sides, so during the day it is not nec-
essary to use all the lights.   

Thanks for helping us with this way to reduce our 
church's expenses. 

The Conn Family is  

Celebrating New Life! 

Doris Conn invites 

The people of St. James  

to a drop-in 

BABY SHOWER 

At 640 Pennton Ave. SW 

On Sunday, June 26th from 

1:00—4:00 p.m. 

 

Come at your leisure to enjoy some 

snacks and congratulate Taylor 

and Anna, the happy parents-to-be 

of Logan Patrick Conn, who is due 

to arrive around August 10. No 

gifts are necessary, but should you 

wish to provide one, please know 

that they are registered at Target 

and Amazon.com. But mostly we 

want to share our happiness with 

the people of St. James who have 

been so very supportive of us dur-

ing our sorrows and our joys. 

Thank You! 



MEXICO EXPERIENCE                                                   

At a CARE meeting in September of 2015 Charlotte Reid described her idea for a blog that would provide a 

place for the people of St. James to tell about their personal experiences interacting with people in need.  Jim 

Muir agreed to contribute an article, and the result is the wonderful piece below.   

You may also read this article at http://thegoodnewsatstjames.wordpress.com/.  That is the address of the 

blog that Charlotte is maintaining for the purpose of sharing the stories and thoughts and reflections by the 

people of St. James about “how simple acts of kindness can create joy and love for all concerned.”  We hope 

that we might generate energy and participation in St. James people telling about their experiences with oth-

ers, especially in telling how these events affected them personally.  Contact Charlotte or send your story to 

her at creid75272@aol.com.  Please consider joining in the conversation!    

 

For the past 16 years we have spent at 
least six months a year, usually in the win-
ter, in a small village on a lake south of 
Guadalajara, Mexico. We joined an Angli-
can church there, and among its congrega-
tion was a woman I shall refer to as Ann. 

In 2006, at the age of 69, Ann discovered 
that she had cancerous growths, one under 
her collarbone and one in her abdomen. 
Having limited financial resources and no 
health insurance, and having failed to sign 
up for Part B of Medicare, her only option 
was to find a source of care locally that 
would be inexpensive. 

It happened that the Rector of our church 
was having dinner with us the evening 

that a decision was made between Ann and her local doctor to seek the neces-
sary care at the Hospital Civil, a hospital operated by Mexican Social Ser-
vices, in Guadalajara. Since the Rector was also Ann’s good friend and spiritu-
al advisor, Ann’s daughter called our home to inform him about the decision. 
This is how Janet and I became aware of the full details of her situation. 
Knowing that she had no reliable transportation, Janet suggested we offer to 
drive Ann and her daughter to the hospital the next morning so Ann could ini-
tiate the process of requesting care. 

Our offer having been accepted, the four of us drove to Guadalajara the next 

By Jim Muir 

8 

 



morning. As Ann, who spoke very good Spanish, worked her way from desk to 
desk inside the Oncology building, accompanied only by her daughter, Janet and I 
waited outside on the street. Then, after a couple of hours, the daughter came to 
us and asked if we could help. Apparently Ann was having difficulty communi-
cating effectively with the representative of Social Services who would make the 
final decision as to whether care would be provided. I went inside to join them 
and soon determined that the issue was fairly simple; i.e., Ann was approved for 

treatment but was being requested to first go to a couple of specialty labs for 
blood work. Ann’s problem, it seemed to me, was that her stress level had gotten 
so high that she could not process what was being asked of her. It was based on 
this realization that I decided I would offer to be her companion/chauffeur for the 
upcoming duration of her treatment so she would have someone with her that was 
aware of both the process and the progress of her treatment, and who could thus 
hopefully provide informed assistance. 

My offer having been accepted, I accompanied Ann on 5 out of her eight chemo-
therapy sessions, 20 radiation sessions, three lab sessions and two CAT scan ses-
sions. The chemotherapy sessions would ultimately become life altering for me. 

I would pick Ann up at 6:00am in order to be at the cashier’s window at the hos-
pital by 7:00am. After paying the 50 peso fee, we would go to the oncology build-
ing where we would put her appointment book on the pile on the secretary’s desk. 
One’s position in the pile determined the order in which one would be seen. As 
the doctors did not arrive until 8:00am, and as Ann was usually between number 
nine and twelve in line, this meant that we did not see the doctors until after 
10:00am. After this, and with a new prescription in hand, we would go upstairs to 
pay for and obtain the drugs to be used, after which Ann could start the three hour 
chemotherapy treatment. 

It was while spending the two and a half hours waiting to see the doctors that I 
experienced a significant shift in perception. The waiting area was a hallway 
leading away from the secretary’s desk to the stairwell. Only about 18 feet in 
length, it was bordered on both sides and the end by plastic bucket seats attached 
to metal brackets. It was here that most of the patients waited their turn. The at-
mosphere was somber. The normally garrulous Mexican women (only women 
were seen on our appointment days) were unusually quiet. They seemed to be 
withdrawn into themselves, sitting there with unseeing eyes, preoccupied with 
their own thoughts. 

In the beginning, I had viewed this scene totally as an observer. There was a sense 
of separation. They were women; I was a man. They were very ill; I was healthy. 
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They were poor; I was relatively well off. They were from a different culture – etc. 
Notwithstanding this sense of separation, I spent considerable time wondering 
what they were thinking and feeling, speculating that they were probably con-
sumed with thoughts about what their latest lab test would indicate, whether they 
were improving physically or not, what the doctors would be saying to them, how 
they were going to deal with any bad news and how their loved ones were going to 
continue to deal with their diminishing capacity to fulfill their traditional role in 
the family. 

But then, I found myself slowly becoming less 
an observer and more a collateral participant. 
What I began to sense, more intensely with each 
succeeding visit, was that these women were not 
just silently contemplating and concentrating 
upon their individual hopes, fears and dreams 
but rather were also reaching deep within them-
selves to make contact with that inner space 
where the divine spark resides. They were seek-
ing the Holy Spirit within them so as to be able 
to somehow communicate with the Holy Spirit 
without, seeking to access their glassy essence 
which is the doorway to the divine will. And I 
sensed that this searching within was so syner-
gistic among these silent women that it was pro-
ducing an energy within that hallway that was 
palpable, the result of a great communal prayer 

for guidance and sustenance. And the intensity of this communal prayer was such 
that by the last three or four sessions I felt myself drawn totally into it. There was 
no longer any sense of separation between me and them because in this atmos-
phere of prayer everyone was stripped to their essential value: interrelated, inter-
connected and equal. 

And then, shortly after everyone had settled in to wait on the day of her last chem-
otherapy session, Ann changed her routine and asked me to retrieve the bags from 
the car. As usual, she, with the help of friends, had spent the previous three weeks 
since her last treatment collecting knitted caps, bright colored scarves, anti-
bacterial hand lotions, cosmetics and other items – all designed to make a female 
chemotherapy patient feel more feminine. These she would arrange in six or seven 
individual bags, and I would normally bring them to her after she had entered the 
chemotherapy treatment room. As I was not allowed inside, I never knew how she 

10 



 distributed them. However, on this last day, after placing the bags at her feet and 
then resuming my usual perch on the steps of the stairway, I was able to observe 
their delivery. 

She waited a few minutes and then quietly stood up and, two by two, took the 
bags and placed them at the feet of women she had somehow selected. She then 
returned to her seat in the middle of the row along the end wall, sitting straight 
backed and looking straight ahead with her usual friendly smile. The women re-
cipients, stirred out of their meditative reverie, at first looked perplexed. This look 
soon turned to one of curiosity as they looked and/or reached into the bags to de-
termine the nature of their contents. This brief inspection being completed, they 
looked up, more or less in unison, with only three seconds separating the first 
from the last, and turned towards Ann. A slight but warm smile appeared on their 
lips and the light came on in their eyes, if only briefly, as they mouthed or quietly 
whispered “gracias.” 

It was during that moment, a moment that lasted no more than five seconds, that I 
felt my inner being—my mind, my intellect and my spirit—suffused with a warm 
yellowish-orange light that seemed to hold and suspend that inner being separate 
from the body that contained it. And then it was gone. But during that five second 
moment I was overcome with the conviction that I had just witnessed the Holy 
Spirit inside Ann reach out, touch and animate the Holy Spirit inside of those 
women. It was nothing short of God talking to God. And I sensed that something 
within me had permanently changed, that I would never be the same again.  

By Jim Muir 
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TEAM ONE is up next for the May 

2016 R@T, May 14th 

Our Room at the Table Dinners (R@T) oc-

cur on the 2nd Saturday each month with a 

different team of parishioners who plan the 

menu, prepare the dishes, set up the Hogan 

Room, and greet and serve our guests . The 

current members of Team One  are listed to 

the right. If you are not serving on a 

R@T team and would like  to be, please 

contact the Church Office. 

Jennifer Greer 

Evelyn Beam 

Charlene Clark 

Larry Bailey 

Cheryl Dickey 

Emerson Dickey 

Carolyn Evert 

Steve Greer 

Barbara Kirby 

Verneda Kirk  

Linda Lawson 

Chris Limbrunner 

John Limbrunner 

Dave Masters 

Tricia Masters 

Debra Philyaw 

Claudia Salgado 

Marietta Smith 

Bill Wall 

Sherry Wall 



12 

April 9, 2016 Room At the Table 

Team Captains: Teige West & Anne Bartlett  

It was a big crowd at the April 9 Room at the Table meal.  72 guests came and ate 
their fill, with 34 take-outs as well.  The menu was chicken stew served over rice, 
with mixed vegetables and green beans, bread, and for dessert a frozen cookie 
cake recipe from the St. James Cookbook.  All was popular and much appreciated. 

The atmosphere during the meal was lively and friendly.  Lots of prayer requests 
and conversations with guests.  One woman entered in tears because she was up-
set about a personal matter, and she left smiling and heartened.  Guests always en-
joy having take-home items, and they culled through books and lotions and vari-
ous such things to find something they might take.  The clothing closet was, as al-
ways, heavily attended.  

Co-captain Teige West ended her email to her team with these words:  “Thank you 
for serving Christ and serving others.”  It’s a good message to keep in mind. 

Below are the names of everyone who contributed to this meal in any way, wheth-
er by providing food or money or being on hand at the meal: 

 

Teige West 

Anne Bartlett 

Gloria and Hank Friberg 
Susan Rowe 
Gina and Kempton Smith 
Melissa Eggers 
Terry and Tom Hawkins 
Annette Beam 
Charlene Clark,  Larry Bailey, & Victoria 
Alison and Chad Gragg, and Colson 
Christine and John Limbrunner 
Jennie Deal 
Lynda Renegar 
Rebecca Sime 
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More from 

April 9, 2016 

R@T  



CARE Committee is encouraging members to go to this movie and 

join in a discussion at a later time about the importance of 

“simplifying our lives.” Working toward “Minimalism” can be-

come a spiritual journey and an act of social justice. Look for fur-

ther communication about carpooling, but get your ticket ($11) on 

your own. 

For more information and to watch a trailer, visit http://

minimalismfilm.com 

A screening of this movie is scheduled to be held 

at the Carmike 15 Cinema in Hickory . You may 

reserve tickets at http://gathr.us/screening/14586. 

SYNOPSIS: From minimalist architects, design-

ers and musicians, to businessmen, authors and 

minimalist families, this film explores various rec-

ipes for how to live a more meaningful, deliberate 

life. Not a perfect life, not an easy life — a simple 

one. 

An Invitation from Jennie Deal and CARE 
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Two Items from CARE and Charlotte Reid: 

1. CARE Introduces a Good News Blog 
Check out your new St. James' blog.  Follow your friends and fellow church mem-
bers as they reach out to serve others in our community and perhaps around the 

world!!  Just sign in to: thegoodnewsatstjames.wordpress.com 

CARE needs your stories of service and sharing God's love for our blog.  Please 
contact me at:  creid75272@aol.com.  No writing necessary-- just share your pas-
sions and together we can write your "good news" on our blog. 

The purpose of the CARE blog is to highlight all the wonderful 
activities in and out of church that our members do every 
day. By sharing our good news we hope others in our church 
family may find their passion for service. So step up and con-
tribute so our new blog can publish the good news!! 

2. Bread for the World Update 

We at CARE this year are asking for your time to help end 

world hunger.  BREAD FOR THE WORLD, a collective 

Christian voice that urges our nation’s decision makers to end 

hunger at home and abroad, is asking us to write our senators 

and representatives urging them to support and pass legislation 

that would assist in this effort.   Over this past year Bread suc-

cessfully helped pass many important  programs.  Here are just a few:  

• Congress passed a tax deal that made permanent the 2009 improvements to the 

earned income tax credit (EITC) and the child tax credit (CTC).  These credits 

benefit 50 million Americans, including 25 million children.  This victory will 

prevent 16 million Americans from falling into poverty. 

• Congress passed the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2015, which prevents most of the 

sequestration cuts from taking place in 2016 and 2017.  The act gives defense 

and non-defense programs equal relief and it doesn’t find savings by cutting oth-

er anti-hunger programs.   

• Congress passed a 2016 omnibus spending bill which divides up all the funding 

among federal programs.  Internationally, funding for poverty focused develop-

ment assistance received an increase of 1.1 billion.  This increase will allow the 

US to sustain development efforts in other regions in the world. 
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• Congress reauthorized the African Growth and Opportunity Act for a full 10 

years.  This act puts in place more incentives for businesses to invest and 

stimulate economic growth in sub-Saharan Africa. 

Coming up in 2016: 

• The Global Food Security Act was reintroduced in both the House and Sen-

ate.  By year’s end it had 114 co-sponsors.  This bill proposed investments 

in smallholder farmers to help boost agricultural productivity and has broad 

appeal across party lines for approval in 2016. 

• Significant progress was made in the food-aid reform bill. Ten million was 

appropriated for a local-regional purchase program of McGovern-Dole so 

that emergency food can be purchased locally where and when it is needed.  

BREAD also worked closely with Senators to introduce the Food for Peace 

Reform Act of 2015.  This progress sets the stage for final passage of reform 

in 2016. 

• Thanks to the widespread involvement by BREAD members and congrega-

tions across the nation, as part of the 2015 Offering of Letters, members of 

Congress heard a strong message of support for our nation’s child nutrition 

programs.  Several bills were introduced and Congress seems committed to 

passing bipartisan child nutrition reauthorization in 2016. 

CARE Committee on Bread for the World   

By Charlotte Reid 
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May 15th is coming and we need your help.  

After the joint church service there will be an 

area set up (Hogan Room) for church mem-

bers to help write letters to our Congress, 

urging them to address world and national 

hunger.  Everything you will need is provid-

ed:  paper, pens, stamps, and what to write!!  

All we will need will be your hands and ef-

fort to help wipe out world hunger. 

  Please join us Pentecost Sunday !  Hope to see you there!    
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CARE Committee Takes a New Turn … 

By Jennie Deal 

At the February CARE meeting members decided to try 
something different. To begin with, we are going to have 
quarterly meetings and Jennie Deal agreed to facilitate those 
meetings. At our first quarterly meeting, April 19th, 12:30, 
CARE members examined our membership, our meetings, 
and our mission statement, “To connect the people of St. 
James with people in the community who are in need.” 
Meeting only quarterly, members will look at ways we can 
take more ownership between meetings to live out our mis-
sion statement and bring more members to the table.  Rebec-
ca Sime will take notes for our meetings and Charlotte Reid will head up internation-
al and social justice issues. 

CARE Ministries: 

• R@T: Captains’ Meeting needed to evaluate and render support. 
• Backpack Ministry: In good financial shape for final 2 months of backpacks 

during school year;  good summer feeding programs for children are available. 
• Hospice Snacks: Annette Beam reported 2 boxes filled; collections conclude 

4/30. 
• LEOS: 15 St. James members trained for 4th Saturday commitment. Melissa and 

Ken Klinger have been our main supporters with help from Betty Purcell, An-
nette Beam, Jesse Massey, John Limbrunner and Evelyn Beam. 

New Ministries: 

• Bread for the World: Offering of Letters for Pentecost Sunday, May 15th  during 
covered dish meal. (see article, pgs. 15-16) 

• Refugees: Charlotte shared resources for review prior to next meeting. 
• Decluttering or Making Space for the New: See info on the film, 

“Minimalism” – May 26th, 7:30 – Carmike in Hickory, (see pg .14). 
• Racism in Caldwell County: Jennie is meeting with group to facilitate black and 

white churches joining together for seminar or Bible study. 
• Vestry Monies: Elected to distribute the $2000 as follows: 
 $250 – Project Graduation 
 $500 – William Lenoir School Crisis Ministry 
 $1250 – Shelter Home 

Next Meeting: July 19th, 12:30 – Our meeting time is flexible. 
As you listen for Jesus’call, consider the CARE Committee ministries and how you 
might bring your voice to the table.  



News  Bytes from Rebecca Sime 

The Senior Saints group enjoyed an evening at the Hub in Hudson on Sat-

urday night, April 16. “Harvey” was the play 

that night, and it was just hilarious!  I laughed all 
night and sat on the edge of my seat, as did others; 

the acting and the sets were remarkable.  There 
were fourteen of us who ate before the play; Daniel 

Boone Inn does a great job of feeding us, and some 
of our St James folks sat in the balcony and a few 
at other tables. 

Harvey was sitting on the bench outside after the 
play, so some of us sat down with him and had a 
picture made.  We were the ones who could see 
Harvey like Elwood saw him. 

Keith Smith does a wonderful job with these plays, 
so we are looking forward to next year's plays. 

The Children's Sunday School has moved on through the year smoothly. I 
thank those volunteers who have been a part of this ministry.  We will be ending 
for the summer in late May, and only have Children's Chapel at 10:30 for the 
summer.  As I always say, I love your children and look forward to seeing them 
each week.  There will be a planning meeting with Kathryn concerning Bible 
School and next year's curriculum.  Information to come out soon. 

Amy Watson has been gone from our midst since 2/19/16, and boy, do I miss 
that lady!  I go by Gateway where she lived her last months, I go up Hospital 
Avenue a lot and look to Wilson Street and Carolina Oaks, and I just want to go 
see Amy.  I miss her sitting in church. I miss her ushering with me. This lady 
was something special to me and many of us.   

We had so many fun times shopping, eating out, and she loved Captains D's, just 
visiting with each other, riding to church, Bible School, Room at the Table, 
etc.  Amy was one of a kind.  In the last years different families would pick her 
up for church. Thanks to Betty Purcell for lining up the pick up schedule for 
Amy, many others got to know and enjoy Amy.  We all have some good tales to 
tell.  Amy loved St James, she loved RED, puzzles, word search books, Dr. Pep-
per, chocolate candy and mints and pop corn, loved helping at Room at the Ta-
ble, and we all surely miss her help with that each month, enjoyed coming up-
stairs for Children's Sunday School the Sundays I picked her up, Bible School, 
and of course St James.  She was truly a faithful member. 
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On the back page of Amy's memorial service leaflet was the line "Heaven's 
bounty all around is waiting for you here.”  Amy is running free and healthy and 

I am sure looking down on all of us, with her special love and caring. 

Sherry Miller and Rebecca Sime enjoyed a lovely 

day with other Daughters of The King from Western 

North Carolina for Spring Assembly at St Albans in 

Hickory on Saturday, April 23. We arrived at 9:00 to 
coffee and refreshments and social hour, followed by a 
business meeting led by our WNC Diocesan President, 
Anita Quinley. Pam Runyan and her husband Jim pre-
sented the program on their Pilgrimage to El Camino St. 
Diago, a 500-mile pilgrimage.   (see map below) 

After the presentation, we had 
a lovely luncheon, and then 
Holy Eucharist service in the 
church.   

It was a beautiful morning spent with Daughters from 
around the region.  The annual summer retreat at 
Kanuga and the 2018 Triennial were discussed.  Sherry 
and I sat with Brenda Gilbert, our past WNC president, 
and two ladies from Gastonia. 

We are looking forward to Kanuga and the Summer 
Retreat and the 2018 Triennial. 

By Rebecca Sime 
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HISTORY DAY 

On Saturday, 9 April, Sherry Miller and Jeanne 
Whisnant traveled to St. Mark's Gastonia to partic-
ipate in our fourth History Day.  2017 will be the 
200th anniversary of the Episcopal Church North 
Carolina.  In anticipation of this milestone, we 
have studied our church throughout its North Car-
olina history.  Our first meeting was in Fayetteville 
where we looked at the earliest church, and where 
we shared information about Parson Miller.  The 

second history day was held at Valle Crucis where we were asked to display our 
Oertel artwork.  Last year's meeting was held in Raleigh.  Our study this past 
week concerned the industrial culture of the early 20th century.  We had a look 
at the cotton mills and the communities built around them.  

Our guest speaker spoke to us about the role of women in the Episcopal Church 
during this time.  We learned about the mission churches established for the mill 
villages and the social ministries carried out by the women of the church-
es.  Several  women were asked to share their local 
stories of the time.  A special treat was a talk by 
Mary Hook from Bessemer City - Willie Frazier's 
sister-in-law.  We may have been a bit prejudiced, 
but we thought she was the best speaker! 

Next April we will gather in New Bern for our 200th 
anniversary.  I will keep everyone informed about 
this very special meeting as we move closer to next 
spring.                                     By Jeanne Whisnant 
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Episcopal Episcopal Episcopal Episcopal 

ChurchChurchChurchChurch    
    806 College Avenue 

  Lenoir, NC  28645 

   828-754-3712 

Website: 

www.saintjamesepiscopal.org 

The Reverend J. Kathryn Costas, 

Interim Rector 

The Rev. Deacon Melissa Eggers 

Vincent Crist, PhD, Dir. Of Music 

Amy Green, Parish Administrator:  

information 

@saintjamesepiscopal.org 

Church Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday 9-12  
 

 

Regularly Occurring Events  
Contact Church Office for Additional Information 

• Sunday  Services:  8:00 and 10:30 a.m.; Wednesday Healing Service: 12:10 p.m 

• Children’s Chapel: Sunday, 9:10 a.m. 

• Adult Forum: 9:10 a.m.—Youth / Community Room 

• Children’s Church School:10:30 a.m. 

• Adult Choir Practice: Wednesdays, 7 p.m., Choir Room 

•  Hands & Hearts: 1st Monday, 10 a.m. 

• CARE Committee: 3rd Tuesday, 12:30 p.m. 

• Daughters of the King (DoK)—2nd Monday 5:30  

• Centering Prayer—Thursdays, 4:30 p.m., Oertel Room 

• Room at the Table (R@T), 2nd Saturday, 4 p.m., Hogan Room 

• AA—Sundays at 8 p.m., Youth / Community Room 

• AlAnon—Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m., Youth / Community Room   

Submit information for St. James Times by the 23rd of 

each month to be included in the following month’s news-

letter to: stjamesnews@saintjamesepiscopal.org. Or send pho-

tos and information to Melissa Eggers at  

melissaeggers@earthlink.net 

Saint James Times is produced by volunteers who take 

turns receiving news items and photos and formatting them  

with whatever software each person prefers to use. Currently 

the newsletter staff includes Melissa Eggers, Charlotte Reid, 

Ken Klinger, Doris Conn, and Martha Combs.  

Please contact the church office if you, too, would 

like to become part of this newsletter production 

team! 

Melissa Eggers & Doris Conn, May 2016 Co-Editors 

Newsletter Information 
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