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Discernment Committee Begins Work	
by Jennifer Greer, co-chairperson of the DC Committee 

 
The St. James Discernment Committee (DC) met for the first time on Thursday evening, 
March 17.  All nine committee members were present:  Evelyn Beam, Jim Evert, Mac Frazier, 
Jennifer Greer, Kathy Lyday, Lucy McCarl, Craig Mills, Betty Purcell, and Dianne Swanson.  
In attendance also were the Rev. Canon Jim Pritchett, Jr. (Jim), 
Canon for Transition Ministries for our diocese; Jim Banks, our 
consultant; and Barbara Busch, senior warden at St. James. 
 
So, we thought that as we learn about what we are doing, you 
should, too!  I’m going to try this in a question/answer format.  
Much of the information below is taken from “The Discernment 
Process for Calling a New Rector—A Resource Manual for Parishes 
in Transition”—a document from the WNC Diocese and available 
on the diocesan website if you want to read along! 
 
Who does what? 
 
The Bishop:  Keeps up with our process through the Canon of Transition Ministries (Jim 
Pritchett) and must grant final approval for the call of any new clergy in the diocese. 
Jim Pritchett:  Has communicated and will continue to communicate with the Bishop, the 
Vestry, and the DC about the transition process and will conduct computer search for possible 
candidates and initial screening of candidates.  Has been through this process with numerous 
parishes. 
Jim Banks:  Was recommended by the other Jim to be our consultant.  He knows all about the 
process we are entering and has, in fact, boiled it down to a 114-step process!  He will be 
working with us closely to make sure that we are following the process as we should and that 
we are using our time wisely.  He does not interview, evaluate, or recommend candidates. 

 
(continues page 2) 
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The Vestry:  Appoints members to the DC and assists the DC in collecting information about 
the parish. At the end of the process, the DC will submit to the Vestry one name for 
consideration to become the new rector.  The Vestry must approve the nomination before final 
submission to the Bishop, and after the Bishop’s approval will extend a call to the candidate.  
Discernment Committee:  Works for the Vestry. Has three very specific tasks: 1) gathers 
information about the parish and community, 2) describes truthfully the parish and community 
to potential candidates, 3) discerns which of the candidates is best served to lead the parish into 
the future and recommends that person to the Vestry.  Discernment rather than Search—“We 
use it to remind us that the process of a parish examining itself and prayerfully calling a priest 
is very different from a corporate style ‘search’ process.”  
 
What should our parish as a whole be doing during this time of transition? 
 
Of course, the Vestry will continue to do what it always does, but in a time of transition and 
working in tandem with the Interim Rector (Kathryn), “the overall goals of interim period are 
the healthy transition and effective ministry during the interim period.”  In other words, this is 
not a waiting period where we just hang around in the lobby waiting for the show to begin. 
 
Just a personal note:  When Steve and I came to St. James, the parish was in a transition period.  
Peter Ouzts was the interim priest, and we came to feel so at home while we were involved in 
confirmation class.  It struck us at the time that St. James was an extraordinarily friendly place 
to be and a place that offered openness and vitality.  We had never had such wonderful 
conversations at church before.  So we saw St. James in transition as a very lively place that 
was definitely not running in place but really proceeding with mission! 
 
What is each parishioner’s job? 
 
Participate in the activities that will help us define and describe our parish.  We need to hear 
from everyone—preferably in more than one format.  There will probably be surveys to fill 
out.  There may be large group meetings.  There may be small group meetings.  The DC will 
do everything short of breaking into your house to get you to talk with us about St. James.  We 
need honest conversation about what you love about St. James, about what keeps you coming 
back, about what would give you more opportunity to grow, about what would create a new 
presence for us in the community—and those are just a few suggestions.  All that information 
that is gathered will become what is called “The Parish Profile.”  Essentially that is the piece 
that will be posted on our website that will describe us to candidates.  We need everyone’s 
voice to create an accurate and real picture of St. James.  Please don’t wait for the surveys to 
be mailed out and the meetings scheduled.  Have St. James on your mind—its past and its 
future.  What do you want us to become?  And how do you think we can get there? Our manual 
tells us that this entire process should be “steeped in prayer.”  It’s why we have a Spiritual 
Guide on our committee.  Betty Purcell is going to be reminding us over and over to pray 
through the process.  We hope that you will be praying for us and for our church all along. 
 
We promise to keep you posted.  If you have questions, please let us know.  We may or may 
not have the answers right off the tops of our heads, but we’ll do the best we can to find out!   



	 3	

 
MARCH VESTRY MINUTES 

 
     Provided by Senior Warden Barbara Busch 

 
Monday, March 21 Vestry Meeting, In Brief 
 
You may request a copy of full Vestry minutes 
after they are approved at the following 
month’s meeting. You will find full approved 

minutes on the church website; go to www.saintjamesepiscopal.org.  
Also, Vestry meetings are open, so you are welcome to attend. Below is a summary of topics 
discussed and actions taken at this month’s Vestry meeting,  
 

• Consent agenda discussed.  Written reports should be sent one week ahead of meeting.  
Will be tried for April meeting. 

 
• Affirmed that St. James will offer sabbaticals to new rector. 

 
• Works in progress include updating website, installing a camera at the front door 
      of the parish house, and purchasing new phones. 

 
• Reviewed written report on the trees out front.  Larry Bailey and John Limbrunner   

have started removing ivy from the Ash tree.  Motion to engage arborist to prune and 
cable the trees as recommended in the report. 

 
• Roof repairs that caused a leak in the office hallway have been completed.  Interior wall 

repair will begin soon.  
 

• Interim Rector’s Report was emailed to the vestry prior to the meeting.  It listed her 
organization of parish activities during the past month. Kathryn reminded Vestry 
members of Diocesan required trainings. The Discernment Committee is to be 
commissioned at both services on April 10. Kathryn’s second week of vacation will be 
May 2-8.  Week 3 of vacation and week one of continuing education will be May 28 to 
June 10.  Supply priests will be arranged for Sundays. 

 
• A Vestry Rule of Life was discussed again and the format for 2016 was decided. 

 
• Immaculate Cleaning Service agreed to several cost-saving changes to our  
     agreement with them. 

 
• With regard to the Diocesan Alcohol Policy previously adopted, the Vestry defined a 

“church sponsored event” as one taking place on property owned or controlled by St. 
James.  

(continues page 4) 
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• Jim Evert, liaison to Discernment Committee, reported on their first meeting.  The 
Vestry Charge to the Discernment Committee was completed. 

 
• A two-year tentative budget of $12,000 for Transition expenses was proposed. 

 
• The Vestry and the Endowment Fund Board have worked out procedures for transfer of 

funds. 
 

• Financial account access and signers were discussed and decided; two signers  
are required on all accounts.  

 
Next Regularly Scheduled Vestry Meeting:  Monday, April 18, 6:00 PM 

(In 2016, Vestry Meetings are on the 3rd Monday of Each Month) 
 
 

Think Conspiracy Theories Are New? 
 

by Carolyn Evert 
 

Carolyn Evert has been working on updating the Lib Jarratt history 
of St. James, which was produced in 1979.  She has found 
a “treasure trove” of stories and tidbits and will share some of them 
with us in the newsletter from time to time.  Below is your first to 
enjoy! 
 
James Augustus Weston, rector of Ascension parish, Hickory, 
served as non-resident rector of St. James' from 1884-1886, and 
again from 1887 to 1891.  He was intensely interested in the theory 
that the schoolmaster Peter Steward Ney, who taught in various 
places in western North Carolina in the early 19th century, was in fact the famous French 
soldier Michel Ney in disguise.   
 
Ney had been a marshal of Napolean Bonaparte's, an administrative official of conquered 
countries.  He was executed for treason, but according to conspiracy theorists, Marshal Ney 
was not executed after the fall of Napoleon Bonaparte. Instead, he escaped to the United States, 
spent many years in South Carolina, North Carolina, and Virginia, and died in North Carolina 
with a deathbed confession that he was indeed Napoleon's "Bravest of the Brave."  
 
Others have attempted to disprove the theory, but have not provided proof.  What's the 
connection for Weston?  He wrote a 376-page book “proving” the theory!  And it's still for sale 
on Amazon!   
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Good to Know:  Verneda Kirk  
by Melissa Eggers 

 
In 2004 the St. James newsletter began a new iteration when Ingram Parmley asked Melissa 
Eggers and Doris Conn if they would take over producing the newsletter upon Linda Hill’s 
moving away.  Beginning in 2004 and for the next five years or so, were articles about 
particular parishioners.  We called the series “Saint James Family Focus.”  Sometimes the 
articles were about newcomers, and sometimes names were chosen completely at random.  The 
very first person written about was Verneda Kirk.  Here is that article—again, for those of you 
here in 2004, and for those of you newer folk, here’s your introduction to Verneda. 
 
From 2004: 
Michael and Verda Ondish had six children with names like Jim, Ed, Ron, Bill, and Dorothy, 
but they gave one of their children the exotic name Verneda because they once knew a woman 
by that name.  That child grew up to become our St. James member Verneda Kirk.  She 
actually knows one other girl with the same unusual name:  a girlfriend from high school 
named a child Verneda in her honor.  So there are at least two Vernedas in the world, and we 
have one of them at our church. 
 
Verneda was born in 1929 (that makes her 75 years old, for those of you doing the figuring!) in 
Murrysville, Pennsylvania.  Although her sister died two years ago, her four brothers are all 
still living.  One of them still deer hunts at age 84.  Verneda’s mom lived until age 95, and an 
aunt, her mother’s older sister, lived to age 108.  So if it’s true that genetics are a strong factor 
in a long life, it looks as if we will have Verneda Kirk with us for quite a while! 
 
When asked when and where she was happiest, Verneda says that would be in Michigan with 
her husband Wally, who died almost 20 years ago.  They were married for 37 years, and 
Verneda says, “He was great.”  They met when she went to visit an aunt in Michigan and they 
dated a few times then.  When she returned to 
Pennsylvania, he came to visit her there, and then 
she visited in Michigan again, and so on until 
they married in Michigan in 1948.  They owned 
a printing company there just outside of Detroit 
and raised two children, Kristie and Michael. 
 
Wally and Verneda had a good and happy life 
together, traveling to places like Hawaii for a 25th 
anniversary, and even to Alaska in a camper with 
another couple.  The quality Verneda most 
valued in Wally was his thoughtfulness.  Every 
anniversary, Wally gave her a rose for each year 
of their marriage, all the way up to two dozen 
roses at a time until she persuaded him it was 
getting too extravagant to keep up.   

(continues page 6) 
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The day Verneda thinks of as the day her life changed was when Wally told her something was 
wrong with his throat and asked her to look at it for him.  When she saw a growth in his soft 
palette, life changed in that instant.  Wally was sick with cancer for two years before dying at 
age 58.  When asked what words she lives by, Verneda said it was the idea that she wanted to 
treat other people in such a way that if something happened to them, as it did to her husband, 
she wouldn’t have any regrets. 
 
Wally was the Episcopalian.  Growing up, Verneda says, she never even heard of 
Episcopalianism, but she was married and then confirmed in the Episcopal Church.  She says 
the Episcopal Church has “more meaning, more feeling” than other churches she knew 
growing up.  When she first moved down to the South, where both her grown children had 
moved for jobs, she lived near Lincolnton, where she attended St. Luke’s Episcopal Church.  
She loved that church, describing the old wood and the beautiful appearance, saying it even 
smelled musty and old and wonderful.  After she moved to Hudson, where she lives with her 
daughter Kristie (son Michael lives in Hartsville, S.C.), she tried to keep attending St. Luke’s, 
but the drive was just too far.  She has been coming to St. James six or eight years now and is 
very glad she made the change.  Although she loved St. Luke’s beautiful building, she says the 
people at St. James are much more warm and friendly—“very friendly,” she calls us.  The 
church activities she likes best are the covered dish lunches and coffee hour after church, 
things like that which give us a chance to meet and talk.  She wishes more people would go 
down to the Hogan Room for the coffee hour for that reason (remember that, when the weather 
turns too cold for cookies and lemonade outside!).   
 
Verneda doesn’t go out in the evenings, so church activities during the day are the best 
opportunity for you to meet her. 
 
Some short items of information about Verneda:  she has seen every state in the union except 
Kansas.  She would like to see Cape Hatteras.  The quality she most values in other people is 
honesty.  She wishes she could have a little more patience.  She has four grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren.  That handsome young man she had at her side at Ingram’s retirement 
luncheon was her great-grandson Michael, age 13. 
 
The day before we chatted for this interview, Verneda had mowed the grass and then spent the 
rest of the day weed-eating.  She believes that exercise keeps you going, not to mention that 
she loves working outdoors.  She also very much enjoys reading, crocheting, and sewing.  
Verneda says of her life that she has “no complaints.” 
 
We are lucky to have Verneda with us at St. James and glad to have this opportunity here in the 
“St. James Focus” to get to know her better.  Say “hello” next time you see her. 
 
From 2016: 
 
This coming April 17, 2016,Verneda will turn age 87.  Of her four brothers who were all still 
living in 2004, two have now died.  She still has not been to Kansas, and there is now one  

(continues page 7) 
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great-great-grandson named Blayden, age 3. Verneda herself still weed-eats a little bit, she 
says, and she still likes being outside.  Until age 83 she continued to drive herself back to 
Pennsylvania to visit family regularly, but she hasn’t driven that far alone since that time.  Still, 
though, she drives by herself to Hartsville to visit her son. 
 
Wally has been gone for 31 years now.  Verneda was 18 when they married and Wally was 21.  
Verneda says that often people would say to her in the many years since Wally died, “You’re 
still young!” and they would be surprised that she had not ever married again. But Verneda 
said she couldn’t imagine the thought of anyone else holding her.  For Verneda, Wally was it. 
 
Verneda has been quite active in these last 12 years at St. James.  She has participated in 
activities with the Habitat build a few years ago, and she served on the Altar Guild.  She also 
helped to put the newsletter together in the Oertel Room back when we mailed out hundreds of 
hard copies each month, and she is currently on a Room at the Table team.  
 
Here is what Verneda said to me once when we sat in the Oertel Room putting a hard copy 
newsletter together: “I don’t know what’s wrong with me.  There can be upsetting things going 
on and people may be mad at one another, but I can go outside and just sit and look at the 
leaves and be content.” And I thought, “There’s NOTHING wrong with you, Verneda! If we 
could bottle and sell that, we could make a fortune!”  People would pay a lot of money to know 
how to be at peace the way Verneda can. 
 
At a later time I asked her what her secret is for being content.  I wanted to know how Verneda 

was able to remain calm and be contented even 
when other people around her were upset about 
things.  She said that it seemed to her that when 
people are NOT content it’s because they 
usually are wanting other people to act 
differently from the way they are acting.  “But, 
you know,” said Verneda, “people are going to 
do the way they do.  You can’t really change 
them, and so I just don’t try.” Instead, she is 
able to just go sit and look at the leaves and 
thereby be content.   
  
Although Verneda expresses some sadness that 
people now seem so busy all the time that they 
don’t have time to appreciate things, she says, 
“I still feel good inside.  I feel content.” And 
she continues to have no complaints.   
 
Couldn’t we all stand to take some lessons from 
Verneda in those regards?  Verneda Kirk is 
truly good to know.   
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St. James Has Hosted Two Groups for the Oertel Art Tours During the 
Month of March 

 
by Jeanne Whisnant 

 
During the month of March St. 
James has hosted two groups for 
tours of the Oertel Art.  Both were 
church groups who read about our 
art from an article in the Hickory 
Daily Record.  Our first group 
came on 8 March from Old St. 
Paul’s Lutheran near Conover and 
included 17 participants.  The 
second group came on 17 March 

from Viewmont Baptist Church and had 23 members, 
including Sherry Miller’s cousin and Susan Womack from 
College Avenue Baptist Church.  Both were senior groups 
and both were extremely complimentary of the art and of 
the entire church in general.  Several spoke of the treasures 
we have and were surprised that more is not known about 
our artwork.  Hopefully, this is the beginning of the Oertel 
Art becoming more widely known and more often visited. 
     
If anyone in the Parish would like to schedule a tour of the Oertel Art, please contact someone 
on the Art Committee.  
 

 
A Tornado Hit… 

 
by Jennie Deal 

 
On Wednesday, February 24th, I was in New Bern enjoying the 
company of Annette Beam, Susan Rowe, Doris Conn, and Roz 
MacGuire, when Roz got a call from our neighbor that a tornado had 
touched down between our property and our neighbors, the Powers.  
The house was spared, except for some facing on the house and 
guttering.  In fact, it appeared that the tornado went straight for our 
house but then took a curve around the house, down our driveway, 
wiping out 50 trees and totaling our car, with a tree falling on it.   
 
Tony was in Florida and I was in New Bern on that Wednesday. Our neighbors sent pictures 
and reported how it was like a train coming through, knocking out the transformer and the  

(continues page 9) 
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power.  It took 12 hours for Duke Power to clean up the debris and get to the pole. 
 
Tony returned from Florida on Thursday and I was scheduled to return on Saturday. It was a 
truly surreal experience to have the landscape wiped out around your home, and yet all you 
experience is the pictures. I was driving through New Bern when we got the call and Susan 

said, “Do you need to pull 
over?” I appreciated her 
sensitivity and concern. 
 
A month later, we are still 
cleaning up. “Jennie’s Bottom” 
(where we had St. James fun 
day!) is piled high with tree 
debris to be burned.  Logs were 
taken to be sold, and massive 
tree roots were hauled off - lots 
of raking and planning and seed 
planting to restore life to the bare 
banks. And now, the reflecting… 
 
 
 

As an EFM mentor and student, one is always examining slices of life – why did God spare the 
house and us? Do I believe in a puppeteer God who is sending down rewards and destruction 

based on me and how good or 
faithful I am? No, I no longer 
believe in a God pulling the 
strings according to my behavior 
or faithfulness. But like the 
Israelites, I look to the Creator 
God, who is not sending down 
wrath but active in this event. 
And I do believe in a God who 
is calling me to listen, pay 
attention to life, to its gifts and 
its destruction, to its pains and 
its life-restoring, and 
challenging me to live into my 
faith.   
 
I am grateful to EFM for helping 

me with my faith compass and I am grateful for the community of St. James who continues to 
accompany me on the twists and turns of this journey. 
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March	Memorials	and	Thanksgivings	
	

In	Thanksgiving	for	Dr.	Herbert	Eckerlin	
From	Maggie	and	Alex	Martin	to	the	General	Fund	

 
 
 
 

QUIET DAY FOR DAUGHTERS OF THE KING 
By Jeanne Whisnant 

 
On Saturday, 19 March, the Daughters of the King sponsored a 
Quiet Day.  We had 14 participants, including two who were not 
DOK members.  We began in the sanctuary with the prayer and 
motto of the order.  Then each participant received a booklet 
with the meditations and proceeded at her own pace to meditate 
on the various Oertel paintings.  Kathryn was with us and 
remained in the sanctuary to speak with any of our participants 
who may have needed individual time with her.  At 11:45 we 
met back in the sanctuary for a healing service and communion.  
This was a very moving service with many participants receiving anointing and healing 
prayers.  Afterward, we adjourned to the Hogan Room for a light lunch and further fellowship.   
 
Although this Quiet Day was very lightly attended, we feel that it was a worthwhile 
experience.  And I certainly hope that if we do another one, we will have more participation. 
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A Letter to the St. James Parish 
by Debbie Allen 

Dear St. James Congregation, 
 
Holy Week is over.  I’m tired from 
spending almost every day at church.  I can 
only imagine how Katherine Costas feels!  BUT, it was the most wonderful week I have had in 
a long, long, long time.  It began with a service on Tuesday night – “Healing the Hurts.”  What 
a moving service.  The lights were low and there were candles and a Dulcimer.  The words of 
the service were so meaningful and moving.  We were a small group – maybe 18 or 20, but I 
am sure everyone there felt the power of this service.  Then came Maundy Thursday service.  
Once again it was a meaningful and moving service.  The foot washing, stripping of the altar at 
the end of the service and leaving in silence has always left me feeling humbled as I’m sure the 
disciples felt.  And then Good Friday evening service.  Once again there was candlelight, 
moving words, Taize and leaving knowing that Christ had been crucified.  Sadness, and yet, 
knowing that it was done for us.  Saturday morning was a short service in the Memorial 
Garden with only 8 or 9 people attending.  It was intimate and still moving knowing that we 
were heading toward the Easter Vigil that night.  And the Easter Vigil, entering in darkness, 
hearing all the readings and the canticles and hymns sung by the choir and then the 
proclamation of Easter, the lights coming up and the bells ringing.  And, of course, the party 
afterward!  
 
All of this led to the Easter Sunday service as always.  The flowers on the cross were beautiful.  
The church was almost full and there were many children there to celebrate.  The “Hallelujah 
Chorus” was glorious as we were again able to express our feeling of “He is Risen” by singing 
Hallelujah again after a long Lenten season. 
 
So why am I telling you all of this?  I just wanted you to know.  I wanted you to know so that 
if you were unable to attend any of these services this year, I hope you will make it a priority to 
attend as many of them next year as you are able.  The feelings I felt during Holy Week this 
year are feelings I would like to share with everyone.   



	 12	

  
 

Bring Snacks to Church in the Month of April 
by Annette Beam 

 
Jim Crawford is a volunteer at Hospice and also serves as 
our St. James Ambassador to Hospice.  Throughout the 
month of April, he encourages all of us at St. James to 
support Hospice by providing snacks for patients and family 
members at our county’s two Hospice Patient Care Units.  
 
Won’t you please help out with this worthy cause? 
 
Snacks should be nonperishable and individually wrapped 
serving sizes.  Things that people can unwrap and eat on the 
spot.  Some ideas for snacks include boxes of individually 
wrapped cookies, cakes, or candy.  Small, individual bags of 
chips, crackers. etc.  Also great are single-serve containers 
of applesauce, yogurt, pudding, juice, and so forth. 
 

We will be gathering donations every Sunday during April.  Make a note on your grocery list 
to remember this CARE project throughout the month.   
 
There will be a tall box at the back of the church where you may put your donations. Let’s see 
how big the collection will grow before Jim takes it all away on the last Sunday of April to 
deliver to our two Hospice locations.  Thank you!  
 
LET’S SEE HOW BIG THE COLLECTION WILL GROW 
before Jim takes it all away on the last Sunday of April to our 
two Caldwell County Hospice locations. 
 
Thank you! 
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2016 March Room at the Table 

 
When Team Four comes to bat for their turn at a Room at the 
Table meal, the emails fly fast and hard as the captains ask 
people for particular items or contributions and the team 

members quickly reply about what they can do.  
In no time flat, they have everything planned 
and covered.   
 
Drawing largely on foods already on hand in 
the church’s storage area, captains Annette 
Beam, Gail Evert, and Jeanne Whisnant 
planned a delicious and efficient meal.  The 
menu featured an entrée of chicken potpie, 
sides of green beans and sweet potato 
casserole, and applesauce and cookies for 
dessert.  They fed around 60 people, with 43 
take-outs going out the door.   
 
The Hogan Room was festive with all tables 
decorated with flowers brought by Sherry and 
Eric Miller, all from their yard.  It was a lovely 
way to bring springtime into the room.  And brightening the serving table was a vase of white 
roses from Roger Muckenfuss. 
 
Below is a listing of the names of all the people who helped with this meal in any way, whether 
by being present, providing food, shopping, or contributing money: 
 
Annette Beam 
Jeanne Whisnant 
Gail and Jim Evert 
Lilly and William Brown 
Ginny Knouse 
Christina Rosen 
Doris Conn 
Sandra and Tim Scobie 

Sherry and Eric Miller 
Karen and Carl Tolbert 
Christine and John Limbrunner 
Kathryn Costas 
Jennie Deal 
Roger Muckenfuss 
Rosemary Rowland 
Melissa Eggers 

 
 

 
(R@T	photos	continue	page	14)	
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Do you have some expertise and a willingness to pitch in? 

 
Until we can find some volunteers who know how to operate word processing programs (like 
MS Word, and especially MS Publisher), you are likely to see continual change in how the St. 
James monthly newsletter looks.  That is because we are in the process of learning how to 
produce it, and given our current “human resources,” it’s a very steep learning curve.  Some of 
us are rusty at best in using publishing programs.   
 

But please know, we are all doing our absolute  best! 
 
	


