
Jeanne Whisnant and I are 

working well as a team and 

having lots of fun to-

gether.  I take pictures 

and send them to 

Jeanne, who works 

with them and fixes 

them some and turns 

them black and white 

and will be putting 

them together into an 

album format for us.  

She is also taking steps 

to assure we keep these 

photos safe and secure 

so that when the time 

comes to update the direc-

tory, weôve got a starting 

point to build on. 

Every family pictured in 

the directory will get a free 

black & white copy of it.  

Wonôt it be wonderful to 

have a directory at home so 

you can look up a face and 

attach a name to it?  It 

wonôt be long!   

It's coming along great!  

We are getting lots of pho-

tos, done in lots of different 

ways.  Some are at church, 

some not.  Some couples 

are pictured together, and 

some are in individual pho-

tos.  Same thing with fami-

lies--some together in one 

photo and some in 

separate shots.  

Some are formal, 

some candid.  Itôs 

been fun to see 

the variety of 

ways people are 

willing to present 

themselves. 
 

We are getting 

down to the 

slower part wherein we'll 

be soliciting photos from 

people who don't attend 

much, perhaps, or who 

have moved away.  They 

remain on our parish list-

ing, and so we don't want 

to leave them outðwe 

want to invite them to be 

included.  In the Hands and 

Hearts Committee we are 

dividing up names of peo-

ple who are on the parish 

Howôs The New Parish  

Photo Directory Coming Along?  
A Report by Melissa Eggers & Jeanne Whisnant 

ST. JAMES NEWS 

        SERVICE                         
        TIMES  

 
         Sunday  
8:00 AM  
Holy Eucharist  

(Sanctuary) 
  
9:10 AM  
Adult Forum 

(Youth        

Community 

Room) 
  
9:10 AM  
Children's 
Chapel 

(4th Floor) 

  
10:30 AM  
Holy Eucharist 

(Sanctuary) 
  
10:30 AM  
Children's  
Sunday School 
& Youth Corner 

(4th Floor) 
  
WEDNESDAY 
12:10 PM  
Holy Eucharist 
& Healing   
Service 

(Sanctuary) 

S T.  J A MES  E P ISC OPAL C H U RC H   

Seeking God, Serving Community,  

Welcoming You  
L E N O I R ,  N C     8 2 8 - 7 5 4- 3 7 1 2 

The Reverend Michael Cogsdale, Rector & The Reverend Deacon Melissa Eggers 

listing but whom we have-

n't seen in a good while, for 

whatever reason, and are 

reaching out to make per-

sonal contacts to invite 

people to send pictures. 

The result is good conver-

sations and good informa-

tion.   

I'd say the basic stance is 

that if you are someone we 

see at any of the St. James 

worship services, we need 

to be able to put a name 

with a face, and so we want 

to include you.  And if you 

are far-flung but St. James 

is still in your heart, we 

want to include you.  Itôs a 

sort of homecoming, this 

directory is.   

Photo 

Directory 
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St. James finished their partnership with Habitat and 

St. Francis of Assisi by framing a home for  our 

Habitat family, Armando and Edith.   This project, 

originally inspired by the CARE Committee, was 

created to provide the members of St. James with a 

hands-on ministry with Habitat for Humanity. Our 

decision to partner with St. Francis of Assisi was 

designed to broaden our understanding of the Latino 

culture and our Catholic brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Even though there were challenges, communication 

breakdowns, and a few thumbs got hammered by 

mistake, the house is standing and is built on a firm 

foundation. All the trials and tribulations vanished as 

we worked alongside Armando and Edith and shared 

lunch with their children. 

St. James had over 120 

time slots filled by 

parishioners, either 

working on the building 

site, providing food, or 

keeping the 

communication going in-

between.  There were 

many others who wanted 

to participate, but could 

not within that time 

frame. St. James has an 

amazing capacity to give when there are clear tasks 

and direction given.  

Several members shared that they had a better 

understanding of Habitat and how it works, especially 

a better appreciation for the families and what they 

sacrifice in order to become homeowners.  Hopefully 

in the future, Habitat has also gained some volunteers 

from St. James for the Habitat mission. 

St. Francis of Assisi provided some experienced 

Latino carpenters 

who could hammer 

better than they could 

speak English.  Yet, 

we hope as Christians 

we communicated 

what was important 

and have begun to 

bridge the gap between 

our cultures. 

At our celebratory meal 

at the Catholic Church, 

Father Mike said, ñMay 

this be the beginning of 

our working together as 

brothers and sisters in 

Christ.ò Part of the work 

of the Holy Spirit is 

showing upðand St. James did just that.  Having 

ñshown upò and also continuing to be open to the 

workings of the Holy 

Spirit, we canôt help 

but believe that this is 

the beginning of our 

becoming united in 

Christ. 

The Build is not over 

until Armando and 

Edith are in their 

house.  If a St. James 

member wants to be 

on a ñwill callò or ñwill emailò list, the member will 

be contacted when there is work available to do.  Stay 

tuned for the dedication ï hopefully by Thanksgiving! 

SAINTS WENT A-BUILDING                         By Jennie Deal 
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FAREWELL FROM BELINDA CORPENING 
It has been a joy and privilege to be a 

part of such a loving and spirit-filled 

church as St. James.  I'm thankful to 

God for leading me here. I'm also 

thankful for the love and many acts of 

kindness you extended to me and my 

family. I felt so welcomed and at home. 

I have been truly blessed by all of you 

and everything I've experienced with 

you.  Thank you.  

Now, John and I will be transitioning to 

Chapel Hill, where our new address will 

be 205 Hales Wood Road, Chapel Hill 

27517. If you are in the area, come see 

us!  

Love and prayers,  

Belinda Corpening 

Itôs so nice to find St. James on the web now and then 

and catch up with folks there!  Periodically I find in-

teresting connections between something from life at 

St. James and where I am in the worldðlike being at 

the Stagecoach Inn outside of Santa Barbara CA and 

seeing a print of Oertelôs on the wall, or discovering 

last year that Oertel carved the communion rail at the 

Episcopal Church in Spring Hill, TN, a beautiful 

viney  thing.  There are also Oertels at Sewanee, and 

so I have a ñthreadò based on the powerful art at St. 

James that spans the country. 

Iôm now a part-time divinity school student at Earlham 

School of Religion.  My ultimate goal is the M.Div., 

with an emphasis on writing as ministry. I have, as a 

writer, three novels in the works, and have a new 

chapter on the role of adverse experiences in the non-

profit management arena coming out soon in a John 

Wiley and Sons ñNon Profit Management Handbookò 

thingy.  Published a new book, ñHow to Get Hap-

pierðand why you should try toò (amazon.com) re-

cently and am having a little fun with it.   

My little company, EPower & Associates, Inc.,

(www.epowerandassociates.com) is doing OK.  Itôs 

been a real challenge through this economy.  Weôre 

the sole source training provider for a SAMHSA five-

year grant in Seattle WA which is interesting, as the 

grant focuses on the transformation to Trauma-

Informed Care.  Just finished up working on a three 

year NIMH research grant, too.   Iôve been writing 

about trauma-responsive systems, which spans all or-

ganizations. Iôm teaching a program named ñRisking 

Connectionò  in a variety of places and locations, 

ranging from locked psychiatric wards to congrega-

tional gatherings and groups of vets.   

On the other hand, when that work is slow, you might 

catch me somewhere in the oil patch teaching folks 

who sell pipe, valve and fittings how to use their hand-

held scanners.  Whatever it takes!   Itôs all about learn-

ing and doing.  If youôre coming to Nashville, let me 

knowðIf Iôm here, weôll grab coffee or a meal, or 

maybe have fresh food from the back yard!  

By Elizabeth Power 

The Nashville Connection: Elizabeth Power 

http://www.saintjamesepiscopal.org/
http://www.epowerandassociates.com
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Caldwell Hospice and Palliative Care asks St James to 

assist in their ministry by providing snacks for patients 

and their families in the Patient Care Unit. St. James 

CARE takes this project as its service to Hospice by 

providing snacks twice a year. Wonôt you please help 

out with this worthy cause? CARE will be accepting 

donations each Sunday during October. You may 

leave your snack donations at the back of the 

sanctuary on Sunday, or you may bring them by the 

church office any time, or you may take them directly 

to Hospice. If you prefer to make a monetary 

donation, please make checks out to St. James and 

note ñHospice snacksò on the memo line and put your 

check in the collection plate. 

CARE will buy snacks with those 

funds and take them to Hospice 

for you. Some ideas for snacks 

include boxes of individually 

wrapped cookies, cakes, chips, 

crackers, etc. Also great are 

single-serve containers of 

applesauce, yogurt, soup, pudding, etc. Fruit that 

doesnôt require refrigeration is fine also.  

Make a note on your grocery list to remember this 

CARE project during the next 4 weeks!  

CALDWELL COUNTY HOSPICE                                          By Annette Beam 

Lori Herman asked me to write a short article for the 

September newsletter concerning my experience with 

the Children's Chapel this past summer.  Needless to 

say, I missed the September deadline, so here I am 

writing an article for the October newsletter as your 

new Children's Minister for St James.  I welcome this 

wonderful opportunity to continue working with your 

precious children each week.  I appreciate Father 

Mike's, Lori Herman's, and your Vestry's faith in me 

to work in this ministry.  Our mission statement from 

our Policy and Procedure Manual is "To share God's 

love with our children by ministering to their needs in 

a caring and nurturing environment."  This statement 

definitely says what it is all about, and I will do all I 

can to uphold it. 

Children's Chapel...... What can I say?!  I have 

enjoyed getting to know your children and learning 

from each one of them.  I want to continue to help 

them "fall in love with God" as Micki Hill said in our 

Teacher Training Workshop on 

August 27th.   The children of St 

James have a very special place 

in my heart and I will treasure 

each special child as I lead our 

Children's Ministry.  It will be a 

tough act to follow, as Miss 

Emily was just wonderful this 

past year as your Children's Minister.  I look forward 

to working more closely with our Lori Herman, who is 

an amazing young lady, Father Mike, Judy 

Sanders, and all the volunteer teachers. 

I have been a part of our St. James youth for about 

nine years now, and I enjoy every minute with our 

youth here at St James and at our Diocesan youth  

events.   I love them and look forward to continuing 

working with our youth and parents in this ministry.  

Thank you, again, for this opportunity. 

New Childrenõs Minister                               By Rebecca Sime 
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Rebecca Sime, and Chris Sime will join the Christian 

Education team to work as paid staff as our new 

Childrenôs and Youth Ministers. Chris worked this 

past summer as the Interim Youth Minister and we are 

looking forward to his continued work with the 

youth. Rebecca in addition to her work with children 

and youth will also be helping to develop program and 

activities for the older adults within our parish.  Fr. 

Mike believes that she and Chris are the right choice 

for the parish at this point in its development and is 

excited to have them in this vital role of ministry. 

Please send us your thoughts and any ideas that you 

may have in helping to develop program and activities 

for seniors to Rebecca at simerebecca@yahoo.com or 

contact the church office at 754-3712.  

 

Also, Melody Denny and Caitlin Hendrix will 

continue their work with us as Nursery & Children's 

Chapel Assistants. We are excited about their 

continued role in serving the parish as well. 

 

Here are some things you may not have known about 

Rebecca Sime é 

 Rebecca Sime, Childrenôs, Youth and 

Senior Program Minister 

Rebecca welcomes her new position as Childrenôs 

Minister. She is a graduate from Lenoir HS, attended 

Mars Hill College ï graduating with a BA in Business. 

In November, she and her husband Ron will celebrate 

48 years of marriage. She grew up here in Lenoir at 

First Methodist. However, she and Ron 

were both confirmed by Bishop Henry 

at St. Johnôs, Marion, NC. They have 

also been active members at St. Johnôs 

in Marion, NC; Church of the 

Redeemer in Shelby, NC; St. Lukeôs 

Episcopal Church, Hilton Head Island, 

SC; and of course here at St. James, Lenoir. 

Rebecca currently serves as an usher. She is a member 

of Altar Guild, Daughterôs of the King, Vestry, Hands 

& Hearts, Hospitality & Kitchen committee, Lunch 

Bunch coordinator, and Youth Group leader. She 

helps Gloria pack bags for the Back Pack Ministry. 

She is also a Room at the Table captain, a member of 

the Annual Ladies Christmas Luncheon committee, 

volunteers in childrenôs Sunday School, and also 

volunteers in VBS and the Christmas Pageant every 

year.  

 

Rebecca volunteers in the local community as well. 

She has worked volunteering at the new Emergency 

Shelter this past winter, and is a member of the 

Veteranôs Transitional Advocacy Board. In addition, 

she has volunteered at West Lenoir Elementary School 

since her retirement.  

 

We are excited to have Rebecca working with the 

children of St. James as our new Childrenôs Minister! 

Her love for children, youth and people are evident in 

everything she does. We look forward to her sharing 

with us her many talents in the New Year!  

Lorie Herman 

Director of Christian Education & Faith Formation 

 

 

Announcing changes in Christian Education Staff 

http://www.saintjamesepiscopal.org/
mailto:simerebecca@yahoo.com
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St. James Daughters of the King takes trip to Sewanee 

 
Sixteen Daughters of the King and some spouses 

recently spent three days on a trip to Sewanee, 

Tennessee especially to see the Johannes Oertel art. 

The University of the South campus is modeled after 

Oxford, England and is quite lovely. All the buildings 

on campus are made with native limestone.  We also 

visited with Grant Stokes, a 

seminarian from the Western 

Diocese of NC. We really 

enjoyed our visit with him. 

 

This picture of Oertel is a self-

portrait he painted in 1872 while 

he was a priest at St. James. 

This is one of the paintings we 

saw while visiting the 

University. Another painting, 

The Rock of Ages, was a treat to 

see in color! We have a black 

and white lithograph of this 

painting. Oertel was the artistic 

director of the University 

sometime after leaving Lenoir. 

The University has about 74 of 

Oertelôs paintings including a 

reredos in the old chapel. We all 

decided ours is more beautiful! 

They are building a new archive building that when 

finished will house the Oertel work as well as several 

thousand other historical items. 

 The Daughters also attended a 

dinner theater about the Civil War 

and visited the Paper Clips Museum 

all in Whitwell, Tennessee.  The 

Paper Clips Museum is at a middle 

school whose students collected 

over six 

million paper clips to illustrate 

the six million Jews who died 

in the Holocaust as a way to 

learn about intolerance and 

diversity. A company in 

Germany sent the school a rail 

car actually used to move Jews 

and others to the gas chambers 

as a place to store the paper 

clips.  To date they have over 

30 million clips used to 

illustrate the 11 million Jews, 

gypsies, homosexuals, artists, 

Jehovah Witnesses, political 

opponents who died in the 

Holocaust. The school also has 

shared clips with another school 

in New England. If you would 

like to watch a video about the 

Paper Clips Museum ask Sherry 

about borrowing the video. Itôs very impressive. 

 

By Sherry Miller 

Saturday, October 8, 2011 

JE Broyhill Civic Center  7 pm 

Featuring Michael Combs, Steve Warren, David Johnson & Dixie Dawn, Karen Peck & New River and 

a special tribute to the late Ronnie Campbell host of ñOld Time Gospel Singingò TV Show 

Benefits Caldwell Hospice and Palliative Care 

$20 ï tickets can be purchased at Broyhill box office. 

Third Annual American Gospel Jamboree                



 

The St James Lunch Bunch met on September 5 at 

Mogino's Greek and Italian Restaurant.  There were 

twenty of us for lunch, and, as usual, we enjoyed good 

food, conversation and each other's company. 

 

Our plans for Lunch Bunch for October 3 are to  meet 

at A J's Restaurant on Blowing Rock Blvd, near Big 

Lots at 11:15.  A J's has a great buffet or you can order 

off the menu, and the prices are very reasonable.  

Come join us; I promise you will have a good time.   

                                                                Rebecca Sime 

Gene Purcell would like to thank all the parishioners 

for the many prayers offered after his accident.   

"I have enjoyed all the get-well  cards and phone calls 

from my many friends.  I am so thankful for   

your kindness and am so happy to be a part of St. 

James Episcopal Church.  Your many prayers have 

been a real comfort."  

Betty Purcell 
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All have enjoyed our lemonade and cookie socializing 

after the 10:30 service, but it is that time of year to call 

it off for the winter months.  Thank you to everyone 

who participated in this ministry.  There are a few of 

you who signed up that I did not reach, 

so I will be calling you next spring 

when we start up again.  

Rebecca Sime 

 

THANK YOU CORNER 

Rebecca Sime would like to express her appreciation 

to her St James family for their caring and 

condolences on the sudden death of my sister, Peggy 

Kirby.  Thank you very much; your concern has meant 

so much to me. 

  Rebecca Sime 

 
 

As a fundraiser to benefit Hospice, the 

South Caldwell Hospice VolunTEENS 

Club will be selling desserts during the 

intermission at the Gospel Jamboree on 

October 8.  The items should be able to 

be cut/sliced for sale, the teens will do 

the slicing and packing so items are of 

a consistent size. Please use nonreturn 

containers. Deliver to either the 

Kirkwood or Hudson location 

(whichever is more convenient for 

you) on the morning of Friday, 

Oct 7.  We are asking other 

churches to help also. 

Thank you so much! 

Dawn Cannon 

 

 

Hospice VolunTEENS Club Selling Desserts 



The September Room at the Table 

offered a summer-ending fare of 

hot dogs and all the trimmings, 

baked beans, watermelon, ice 

cream and toppings, and 

tea.  Captained by Doris Conn and 

Hank and Gloria Friberg, this 

meal required the coordination of 

lots of ingredients and condiments 

and volunteers to prepare and serve 

all of them.  So it was a bustling 

and lively time on Saturday, Sep-

tember 10 in the Hogan Room. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On hand to set up were Dawn Can-

non, Marcus Vines, and Pat and 

Doris Conn, who had all come 

from working on the Habitat 

House Blitz Build that morn-

ing.  By the end of the day, they 

had to be feeling thoroughly worn 

out!  But they looked to be thriving 

during all the work involved with 

our meal.    

Helen Miller came with Owen and 

Benton Swann to help set 

up.  They also brought centerpieces 

for the tables they had created.  

Much of the food such as the hot 

dogs, buns, cabbage for the slaw, 

and ice cream was purchased in 

advance by our shopping team of 

Hank and Gloria Friberg.   

The baked beans were supplied, 

using whatever recipe each cook 

wished to use, by Mary Lib Todd, 

Pat and Doris, Susan Rowe, Dawn 

and Marcus, and Pat Jordan.  And 

then, because there are so many 

various sides such as diced onions, 

ketchup, mustard, pickle relish, 

and so forth, and also various top-

pings for the ice cream, there were 

many people contributing to those 

supplies:  Gloria, Alyce Walton, 

Christina Galvin, Ute Huckabee, 

Dawn and Marcus, Ginny Knouse, 

Doris, and Bill Wall.  You just 

read a whole lot of names, didn't 

you?  That's because there were so 

many various food items needed to 

be on hand.  And almost all those 

people named were on hand at 

some point in the meal, or the en-

tire time, to work and to serve our 

guests. 

Zsejke 

McGee 

came 

again to 

help out 

with this 

meal.  She 

and Merrill White manned the con-

diment table and helped guests to 

embellish their plates with what-

ever toppings they wished for on 

their hot dogs.  Ginny Knouse, 

who is not a member of this team, 

came and helped out the entire eve-

ning.  Teams always appreciate so 

much the help of parishioners who 

want to lend a hand to such ef-

forts.   

Paul and Carole Bulot were on 

hand to give out treat bags to 

guests as they were leaving, and 

also to serve ice cream and top-

pings.  And Greg Galvin contrib-

uted much work as a server, a 

floater, and cleaning up.   
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SEPTEMBER-ROOM AT THE TABLE 
T E A M  C A P T A I N S :   

D O R I S  C O N N  A N D  H A N K  &   G L O R I A  F R I B E R G  


