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The Reverend Michael Cogsdale, Rector 

The Reverend Melissa Eggers, Deacon 

During lent  

Each Wednesday in Lent:    Lenten Stations, Soup and Study: 

March 16-April 13 5:15 PM  Stations of the Cross 

  5:45 PM  Simple soup and bread supper (provided by participants) 

  6:15-7 PM  Study-The Anglican Communion 

Sunday, April 3 6:00 PM  Evensong Liturgy and Music 

      

Holy Week  

Palm Sunday     
Sunday, April 17 8:00 AM  Procession of the Palms, Passion Gospel, and Holy Eucharist 

  
10:30 AM  Procession of the Palms, Passion Gospel, and Holy Eucharist 

      

Wednesday, April 20 6:00 PM  Refreshments 

  6:30-8 PM  Holy Week Program:  The Rev. Gray Temple on "Why the Cross?"  

Maundy Thursday     

Thursday, April 21    6:00 PM  Maundy Thursday Liturgy and Holy Eucharist 

Good Friday     

Friday,  April 22        12:00 PM  Good Friday liturgy 

Easter Day     

Sunday, April 24 6:00 AM  The Great Vigil of Easter and Holy Eucharist 

 10:30 AM  Holy Festival Eucharist 

Please go ahead and save this May date! 
Sunday, May 1 will be a special Sunday at both services.  We will be recognizing and 

saying thanks to our Children's Sunday School and Youth Corner teachers.  And we will 

be saying "good-bye" that day to Emily Johnson, our Youth and Children's Minister, on 

her last Sunday with us.  Although the Sunday after Easter is often a low attendance 

Sunday, let's not make that the case this year.  Make plans to be together at church on 

Sunday, May 1 to celebrate an extraordinary year in our Sunday School program, to say 

a farewell, and to look ahead to a new year.                                                  Melissa Eggers 
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Davenportôs school counselor surveyed the families 

participating in the Backpack Ministry program.  

Below are some of the responses to the questions she 

asked: 

 

Do you like the foods you have been receiving? 

¶ I like the oranges we get sometimes. 

¶ I love what we get 

¶ I like the rice krispies we get sometimes 

¶ Son bien Buenos (all good, thanks) 

 

Have you been able to prepare the food by 

yourself? 

¶ Mom doesnôt let us around the stove. 

¶ Sometimes I need momôs help. 

¶ Yes ï in the microwave. 

¶ Son bien facil para preparala (all good, easy to 

prepare) 

 

How has being a part of the Backpack for Kids 

program impacted your lives? 

¶ It has helped out a lot for the weeks when things 

are running short. 

¶ It has been a wonderful thing.  My kids love it.  It 

has helped our family a lot. 

¶ It makes the kids happy to get them on Friday.  

They canôt wait to see whatôs inside them. 

¶ Sometimes we would run out of food and I would 

be hungry ï so now I have good food to eat (written 

by a student) 

¶ It has been such a blessing to have this support.  

The compassion, love that you show just is such a 

blessing.  Thank you so much. 

¶ Itôs a blessing from God.  You never know when 

times gonna get hard. 

It impacted us greatly and thanks.  It is a blessing to 

know that there are people who care. 

 

How can we improve the Backpack 

for Kids program? 

¶ Nothing ï it is awesome the way 

it is.  Thank you all that are involved 

with the program! 

¶ I do not think you could improve 

something that is simply God sent, as it says, he will 

provide you with what you need. 

¶ More veggies ï Iôm trying to be on a diet. 

So far I donôt see how you can improve on a good 

thing. 

 

Do you have questions for us? 

¶ No ï Just thank you so much ï and GOD bless this 

ministry 

¶ I just want to say thank you so very much.  This 

program is helpful.  Thank you. God bless you and all 

that make this possible. 

¶ No ï Just wanna thank you for all yaôll have done.  

Just knowing that you have people that really care.  

God is Good! 

Will there be help for the summertime?  If so, how can 

we apply? 
 

In addition, St. James received a thank you note in the 

mail.  The card said ñTHANKS ï Youôre the bestò 

and inside the card is this handwritten note from a 

grandmother of the children. 
 

Dear Pastor & Church Family, 

I wanted to thank you for the book bag food that my 

grandchildren brought home from Davenport A+.  It 

helped to replenish our food supply and just the giving 

spirit meant so much ï 

Faith, peace & love & prayers,  

 
Continued on next page 

Back Pack Ministry Families Respond                     

Hank & Gloria 

Friberg  



Back Pack Ministry Continued 
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The Backpack Ministry Committee made up of 

representatives from Fairview Presbyterian Church, 

College Avenue Baptist Church, First Methodist 

Church and Lower Creek Baptist Church who helps 

St. James, each month have increased the number of 

children served which is now 48 children.  We are 

now looking at ways to meet some of these needs in 

the summer. 

When the CARE Committee first considered this 

ministry, we were hesitant because of being a small 

congregation and already fully committed to the Room 

at the Table program.  Then, Hank and Gloria Friberg 

stepped forward and the faith of the St. James 

congregation followed and now we say with our 

Backpack Families, ñGod is good, indeed!ò 

Jennie Deal 

The CARE Committee had some monies in their 

budget that are referred to as ñdesignated monies.ò  

That term means that the money was not given to 

CARE from the Vestry budget, but instead has 

accumulated through the years from donations made 

to CARE in honor or memory of an individual and 

from the sales of the Harvest Table, etc.  Also, Sina 

Reid, a former parishioner, made a donation of $5,000 

to St. James for a special project when Ingram 

Parmley was rector here. 

The CARE Committee voted to use these monies in 

2011.  Lilly Bunch and Evelyn Beam have been 

commissioned to work with Sina Reid to insure that 

her donation of $5,000 is used as she intended.  Of the 

projects proposed to Sina, she was most excited about 

a program that would involve the interaction of young 

people from diverse cultures and would 

include the St. James youth.  

Additionally, the Vestry enthusiastically 

approved for $5,000 of the designated 

monies to be used for a Habitat Blitz 

Build that will take place over 3 

weekends this fall.  There are plans to partner with 

several other churches in the county for this project.  

As the plans evolve, more will be communicated 

about this exciting St. Jamesô venture. 
 

The remainder of $2,400 will be given to the deaconôs 

discretionary fund to be used for individuals who fall 

through the cracks.  Melissa is working with Lorie and 

Linda to help identify how to help those who come to 

St. James in need. 

CARE dispenses some special money                             By Jennie Deal 

An update re Hospice snacks:  During April snacks 

were taken one week each to the Robbins Center and 

Kirkwood facilities.  In addition $83 (appx) of $85 

donated monies ($40 in April, 2011 and $45 

previously donated) were used to purchase a variety 

of snacks and individual drinks and taken to 

Kirkwood March 18, 2011.  The 

remainder change will be used 

during the August donation month.  

 

By Annette Beam 

 

The Lunch Bunch will be meeting at Vintage Cafe and 

Bakery in Hudson on April 4th immediately following 

the Hands & Hearts meeting.  It is located at 540 Cen-

tral Street.  I am sure we can't miss it!!!!  Several of 

our Lunch Bunch friends have eaten there and recom-

mended it to us, so we are giving it a try.  Everyone is 

welcome.   We met at Fatz in March; we were seated 

at a long table and as always enjoyed good company 

and good food.  Come join us, please.  

LUNCH BUNCHðAPRIL  By Rebecca Sime 

http://www.saintjamesepiscopal.org/
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Children and Family:  Rosemary Hennessy 

Rowland married her high school beau Jim 

Rowland when they were both 18 years old, and 

they had four children in five years.  She has two 

girls and two boys who range now in age from 54 

to 58 and live in Maryland, Wyoming, and Florida.  

She has 6 grandchildren and 3 great-grandchildren, 

with another great-grandchild due in July.   

Has Lived In:  Her extended family was from 

Boston, having emigrated from Dublin Ireland in 

the 1800s.  In order to accept a job with the federal 

government, Rosemaryôs father 

moved the immediate family to 

a suburb of Washington, D.C.  

Rosemary grew up in Greenbelt, 

Maryland, where she still has 

friends with whom she attended 

high school.  She has also lived 

in Florida more than once, 

California, and Wyoming.  Prior 

to living in Wyoming she had 

been retired for seventeen years 

in Florida and says she 

ñexpected to remain there 

forever.  Now I just accept that 

it is inevitable; I will stay or go 

as I am led.  Life is a great 

adventure.ò  Rosemary is saying 

this at the age of 78. 

Employment History:  Rosemary has had two 

especially wonderful and interesting jobs in her 

life.  The first was her work for NASA, which 

lasted 9 years.  She says, ñWhen the NASA 

Goddard Space Flight Center opened within two 

miles of my home in Greenbelt, I got a secretarial 

job to help out.  I transferred with NASA to Cape 

Canaveral, Florida in the mid-60s with my four 

children when my marriage broke up.  They were 

aged 11 down to 7.  Our first rocket launch from 

the Air Force Eastern Test Range at the Cape was 

so exciting as the five of us ran out to the beach in 

the middle of the night to watch.ò  Rosemary 

worked for NASA through the Mercury, Gemini, 

and Apollo launch programs. She was eventually 

promoted to Secretary to the Chief of Public 

Affairs at the Kennedy Space Center, working on 

manned launches and meeting many famous 

people as a result of her work with public affairs. 

In the 1980s Rosemary began working for Jim 

Burnley, a North Carolinian, who was a 

presidential appointee under President Reagan as 

Director of VISTA.  Burnley left that position and 

was replaced by Constance Horner who, when she 

became an Associate Director of the Office of 

Management and Budget, asked 

Rosemary to go with her as her 

confidential assistant.  Rosemary 

thereby became a presidential 

appointee, her office housed in the 

Old Executive Office Building 

next to the White House itself.  

Rosemary says her days in the 

Reagan administration were ñvery 

long and very interesting.ò 

Religious History:  Raised 

Roman Catholic, Rosemary has 

been for decades a serious 

explorer of many religious paths.  

She attended many conferences 

held in various places throughout 

the 1970s.  She attended the ñJesus 

is Lordò Conference on Charismatic Renewal in 

the Christian Churches in Kansas City, Missouri in 

1977.  In 1978 she took her mother and another 

lady on a trip to Ireland and attended in Dublin the 

Charismatic Renewal in the Catholic Church.  

Later there was ñWashington for Jesusò in 1980 

and again in 1988.  Rosemary sees her full and 

rich life to be one in which Godôs ñwonderful 

grace and guidanceò has led her.  Her presence 

with us at St. James is part of her journey, and we 

are very glad to have her with us.  Rosemary says 

she will remain with us ñas long as the Lord tells 

me to stay.ò 

Rosemary RowlandðA Newcomer Spotlight    



On Saturday, March 12 the Room 

at the Table team captained by 

Annette Beam, Kathy Lyday, and 

Karen Tolbert put out yet another 

delicious meal for our guests.  The 

entrée was a simple and hearty 

chili.  It was accompanied by 

salad with craisins and nuts, and 

Italian bread.  Fruit pies and the 

always-loved ice cream were des-

sert offerings. 

Coming early to prepare the chili, 

make tea, and set up were the 

three captains, plus Carl Tolbert, 

Karenôs husband, and John McDe-

vitt, a friend of Kathyôs who has 

helped at a previous Room at the 

Table.  Laura Owens joined them 

soon after.  Thanks go to Larry 

Bailey for opening up for every-

one. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At 3:30 the gang started making 

the salad, with Eric and Sherry 

Miller, Belinda Corpening, and 

Laura Owens supplying the 

greens.  Ginny Knouse contrib-

uted the craisins, nuts, and onions.  

Annette Beam was in charge of 

assembling the salad.  She also 

picked up the loaves of Italian 

bread and, in addition, brought all 

the fixings for the chili.  ñAnnette 

really did the lion's share of the 

prep work,ò said Karen in appre-

ciation of her co-captain. 

By 3:30 also, two fruit pies apiece 

had arrived, provided by Jim and 

Gail Evert, Bob and Lee Carol 

Giduz, Debbie Marshall. Jeanne 

Whisnant brought a peach cob-

bler.  And Debbie Allen brought 

two buckets of ice cream.  Melissa 

Eggers, Jennie Deal, and Charlie 

Frye came to take names and 

make name tags and greet guests.  

And faithful Ute Huckabee, who 

comes to help at almost every 

meal, was especially asked to be 

on hand for this one, and was.  

She helped on the serving line.  

Elizabeth Cogsdale came to help, 

along with a student at Hibriten, 

Jamisha Michaux, whom Eliza-

beth is mentoring for her senior 

project.  Jamisha plans to be a so-

cial worker and is doing her senior 

project on that topic.  As part of 

the project, Elizabeth had Jamisha 

come to work at our Room at the 

Table meal, and we were glad to 

have her. 

Serving began promptly at 4:00 

following grace led by Jim Evert.  

Debbie Allen handled the treat 

bags for us.  And clean-up at 5:00 

was handled by Carl and Karen 

Tolbert, Annette Beam, Kathy Ly 

day, John McDevitt, Debbie Mar-

shall, Sherry Miller, and Jim and  

Gail Evert.  By the way, the chili 

was a big 

hit.  One 

guest told 

me, with 

some 

emarrass-

ment as 

he got back in line for more, that 

it was his third bowl of chili. 

We continue to learn about what 

it is to be hospitable in the face of 

not knowing how many people 

will come to a meal.  We had 25 

guests at this one, which is less 

than half of the numbers we 

sometimes have had.  It can be 

hard not to be disappointed when 

attendance is not large.  But, as 

Kathy Lyday put it, ñI donôt think 

that it matters how many were 

there.  I just think it matters that 

we did it.ò  Yes, indeed.  And it 

was interesting that there were 

several new people at this meal!   

And they were appreciative and 

eager.  One fellow stopped as he 

was going out to ask what church 

would be serving the meal next 

weekend.  It was nice to be able 

to tell him, nice that a church is 

serving a meal for people in need 

almost every weekend in down-

town Lenoir.  It is good to be a 

part of this ecumenical ministry 

we call Room at the Table. 

By Melissa Eggers 
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Team Captains: Annette Beam, 

Kathy Lyday & Karen Tolbert  

MARCH  

ROOM AT THE TABLE  

http://www.saintjamesepiscopal.org/


The Touch of the Masterôs Hand ï Part II                     By Eric Miller 
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Johannes Oertel must have been an incredibly interest-

ing man. 

In the summer of 1868, while visiting his brother in 

the Catskill Mountains, Oertel met an art student, Miss 

Laura Norwood, from Lenoir.  Miss Norwoodôs story 

of the impoverished conditions of her town and her 

people, combined with the description of the beauty of 

western North Carolina, convinced Oertel to relocate 

to help the people and the struggling church of St. 

James. 

In the late 1860ôs, Lenoir was apparently a place in 

which one cannot get here from there; at least, not eas-

ily. But Mr. Oertel was intent on placing his ñMasters 

Handò on a place that was in desperate need. Mr. 

Oertelôs move to Lenoir is described in Chapter VIII, 

page 81 in Vision Realized:  ñIn April 1869, with his 

wife and family of three children 

and his father and mother, he set 

out for his new home.  A tedious 

journey it was then- to Washing-

ton, D.C., by train; stage across 

the city to the wharf at the foot of 

Seventh Street; steamer down the 

Potomac River to Aquia Creek; 

by the old Virginia Midland Rail-

road to Salisbury, N.C.; and from 

thence over the Western North 

Carolina Railroad to its terminus in Hickory (then 

Hickory Tavern).  From this point to Lenoir the jour-

ney had to be made by óstage.ô 

Hickory Tavern was reached about noon of the second 

day, and, after a dinner of ham, eggs, and corn bread 

at the óTavern,ô a double log cabin then kept by 

óSnediker,ô all climbed into the rickety stage and were 

slowly dragged over the 20 miles of miserable road by 

two sorry and raw boned nags, relics of the ante-

bellum days to Lenoir, the future mountain home 

where it was hoped so much good could be done and 

so much artistic work accomplished. Lenoir at that 

time was an education center for that section of the 

south, and several schools were there maintained. Its 

people were impoverished by the war and everything 

was in a sad state of dilapidation and neglect, both 

here were culture and refinement; petty strife and 

bickering, so common in the average small town, were 

here unknown; the place was at yet un-

touched by the spirit of commercialism, 

and those of every sect and opinion lived 

together in peace and harmony. All were 

poor, so poverty was not considered; all 

need help, so each one helped his 

neighbor.  An ideal place indeed it was for 

such work as he proposed to do in art, an unlimited 

field it offered for him as a missionary; considering all  

this, and that his new home was in the midst of the 

most beautiful scenery in the world, what wonder the 

artist was enthusiastic over the prospect .ò  

Mr. Oertel was accomplished as an artist, engraver, 

educator, and minister before he came to Lenoir.  He 

developed his wood carving skills while in Lenoir. 

ñJohannes Oertel was born in Furth, near Nuremburg, 

Bavaria, 3 November, 1823.  He 

studied art in Nuremburg and Mu-

nich, but devoted himself chiefly 

to engraving until 1848, when he 

came to the United States and 

taught for a time in Newark, New 

Jersey.  In 1857, he removed to 

Madison, New Jersey, where he 

painted the óLament of the Fallen 

Spiritsô and óRedemption.ô About 

this time he was invited to assist in 

preparing new decorations for the National Capitol.  In 

1861 he transferred his studio to Waverly, Rhode Is-

land, where he painted óFather Time and his Familyô 

and óThe Final Harvestô (1862).  During the Civil 

War, Mr. Oertel accompanied the Army of Virginia 

under General Burnside. Besides his paintings, he has 

produced several carved wood altar pieces.  His art is 

displayed at a number of sites on the east coast.  He 

prepared himself for orders in the Protestant Episcopal 

Church, and he was made deacon in 1865. After hav-

ing charge of two parishes in North Carolina and 

spending a year in Florida. Mr. Oertel was invited to 

fill the chair of Christian Art at the University of the 

South, Sewanee, Tenn.(1888).ò 

A thread running through his life shows that Mr. 

Oertel was not alone in his quest to serve, nor had the 

people been abandoned in a time when the ñTouch of 

the Masterôs Handò was most needed. 
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THANK YOU  

Eric and Sherry Miller would like to thank our St. James 

family for the cards and calls of concern for us.  These 

instill a great confidence in our well - being.  

Eric and Sherry  

The Spring Youth Conference at Valle 

Crucis  March  11- 13 was one of the biggest we have 

had in several years and,  as always, a lovely weekend 

for all of us.  The theme of this Spring Conference was 

"Taking it to the Streets".  Our St. James youth, 

Elizabeth and Rebecca Purcell, Michael Mckinney, 

Clay Hogan, Melody Denny, along with our 

wonderful youth leader, Emily Johnson, our weekend 

"D J Bearclaw" Chris Sime and Rebecca 

Sime  attended  and enjoyed.  We missed some of our 

regulars. 

  

I say this 

every time 

after a 

conference, 

but WOW!!, 

our youth are 

amazing!!!!   

SPRING YOUTH CONFERENCE By Rebecca Sime 

Kaleidoscope 2011ðGwyneth Frye                        By Leigh Anne Frye 

Gwyneth will be performing at 

Kaleidoscope 2011 

on April 8, 2011 at 7:00 pm.  She will be 

one of the student representatives from 

Davenport A+ School.  She will be 

performing a solo, The Sound of Music 

Medley which conisists of four songs: 

The Hills are Alive, Maria, Do Re Me, 

and Eldeweiss.   

She is very excited and hopes you will 

attend! 

Should she win the 

grand prize, she stated 

she wanted to give the 

money back to her 

school to "save the 

teacher assistant jobs."  

She will also appear 

with Dr. Stone on his show, Profiles.  

She will tape March 21st and will be on 

prior to the performance.  

http://www.saintjamesepiscopal.org/


 

EMILYôS LAST SUNDAY AT SAINT JAMES (May 1st) 

Director Christian Education & Faith Formation 

                     On Sunday, May 1st St. James will say goodbye to Emily Johnson. As most of you  

                     know, Emily will be leaving following the May 1 st service to move to Oklahoma to join            

                  her husband, who will be redeploying soon. Emily joined the staff at St. James in  

               January 2010, first as the Childrenôs Minister.  Later in January 2011, she be- 

             came the  Youth & Childrenôs Minister when she took on the additional role of Youth  

           Minister after Joanna Smith left in December.  

       What can I say about Emily and where do I begin? 

              I first knew of Emily during my first years at St. James as Office Manager. However,  

      I didnôt actually meet Emily and really get to know her until after she became active in a  

    youth group with my son Nick at another church. It was in her interaction there where I   

   begin to love and appreciate her and see her heart for the Lord. And then later here at St. James 

  in working with her as the Director of Christian Education our friendship has deepened.  

     Emily has grown from a shy teenager whom I first met in those early years into a    

beautiful, mature young woman. She is a leader, and her work here at St. James this past year  

and 3 months have been instrumental in the success of the Youth & Childrenôs Ministry.   

 Emily has done so much work  ñbehind the  

scenesò that many of you may not be aware of, and 

Iôd like to share with you a glimpse of her work and 

 her heart for the Lord through service and minis - 

try that I have come to know. 

 Her willingness to take on specific responsibilities and to follow those task through to com - 

pletion were also instrumental in her development of a Nursery Policy.  That was a task given to her 

 by Fr. Mike to ensure the safety of babies and toddlers at St. James.  She also  developed the  

Childrenôs Chapel program using Godly Play on Sunday mornings. 

Emily is a planner. There were not many weeks that went by in the church office that Emily  

  was not communicating by email, coming by the office, or calling Linda to make sure information     

  was sent to the youth and put in the hands of parents of youth. She is a communicator as dem- 

  onstrated in her design and initiation of Youth Focus.  That is a youth newsletter specifically 

     designed and published by Emily as a communication tool to give the youth and their parents  

      a monthly letter to keep them informed about St. James & Diocesan events and registration 

      deadlines. Her  active work in planning youth fundraisers, lock -ins and attending 

       Diocesan Youth events has also been instrumental in the success of the youth program. 

 

Emily at Open 
Space at the Deals 

A R T I C L E  S U B M I T T E D  B Y  L O R I E  H E R M A N  

8 SAINT JAMES NEWS ɹ APRIL 2011 



 

A R T I C L E  S U B M I T T E D  B Y  L O R I E  H E R M A N  

Director Christian Education & Faith Formation 

                                 Emily is a pro-active, team player who has worked collaboratively with staff  

                        members and volunteers. This past summer she was instrumental at the Open Space 

                      meeting that was convened by Lynn Swann on, ñHow to have a more robust  

                  Childrenôs Program.ò It was during this meeting that the Childrenôs Choir was 

                born!  First as a recommendation from Tricia Masters who said ñsheôd love to see and  

             possibly lead a Childrenôs Choir.ò Without a momentôs hesitation, Emily chimed in and  

           said sheôd love to help Tricia with the Childrenôs Choir efforts and as you know the rest is   

         history!  

 Her collaborative spirit and willingness to do what it takes to get the job done are only  

  a few of the reasons that I love and will miss Emily as a partner in ministry.   

~  Emily ~  

ñThank you for your heart for ministry and for your love 

for the children and the youth of St. James. 

We will all miss you so very much and 

wish you the best on this new path of life!ò 

       Also, last July, Emily worked  

    with me for several weeks prior  

   to the VBS Kickoff to advertise the event. She helped me to set  

  up on Friday and Saturday nights on the square in downtown  

 Lenoir at the Friday night, After Five Summer Concert Series;  

and also on Saturdays at the Fabulous Family Films Movie se - 

ries. Emily, with the help of her parents, Ryan and Regina, 

 Jo, and I handed out neon bracelets, candy, and flyers to 

 advertise the VBS-Kickoff in the community. Emily also assisted  

Gail Evert, volunteer coordinator of VBS last year.  Emily met with Gail, me, and other volun - 

teers to unload a dump truck full of VBS props after 10 pm one night for the Saturday VBS. All  

without a moments hesitation, Emily was always willing to volunteer to help.  

 Here is Emily waiting to  

be hit by a water balloon  

at the VBS Kickoff!  

Please express your love and appreciation to Emily and say 
your goodbyes to her before she leaves on Sunday, May 1st!  

Emily with Tricia at 
Childrenõs Choir 
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1216 Harper Ave., Lenoir  758 -0703 Hours: Thurs -Sat 9 -4 

Habitat ReStore  

We Accept:  

¶ Furniture    

¶ Working Tools   

¶ Household Goods 

You Can Donate to the ReStore  

You Can Volunteer at the ReStore  

You Can Shop at the ReStore  

Hours: Thurs -Sat 9 -4 

 

¶ Working Appliances  

¶ Construction Materials  

¶ Lumber 

We Do Not Accept Clothes or Paint  

The Restore needs volunteers to help 

price items, assist customers, organize 

inventory & pick up donations.  

The public is welcome to shop!!  

We frequently have new furniture  donated by 

local furniture manufactures and a wide variety 

of items at great prices.  
 

All the money we raise will be used to 

build houses in Caldwell County with Godõs 

children in need.  

Please bring donations to the Restore during 

operating hours (Mon -Sat 9 -4) 

How Can You Help?  

Map to the ReStore  

What is  

the Habitat ReStore?  

The Restore is where people 

like you donate items & 

Habitat sells them.   We use 

the money raised to help build 

houses in Caldwell County. 



NEWS OF THE ARCHIVES COMMITTEE  By Shilda Burns 

11 St. James ʴ  828-754-3712  ɹwww.saintjamesepiscopal.org   

Habitat House Workers Fed                                        By Evelyn Beam 

The archives committee recently completed process-

ing over 300 photographs connected to St. James.    

We selected six of the most historic photographs and 

framed them with explanatory captions.  These are 

now hanging in the hallway between the archives 

room and the vesting area. Please take time to go by 

and see these photographs.  Once of them is the inte-

rior of the Chapel of Peace.  The altar furniture from 

this former mission of St. James is now in the Hogan 

Room.  The original Chapel of Peace log structure has 

been restored and moved to Harts Square in Catawba 

County. 

 

At present, the committee is updating the files and 

they have already been processed and making correc-

tions to the inventory records.  Also one member is 

working diligently on cleaning, processing, and filing 

the Care Committee records, and another is working 

on the records pertaining to priests and bishops. 

 

Due to sickness, doctor appointments and weather, 

etc., the committee has not been able to work many 

Tuesdays so far this year.  With the approach of warm 

weather, we hope to get back to our former work 

ethic.  There are still many records that have not been 

processed, but the stack decreases a little each day we 

work. 

One future project the Archives Committee is inter-

ested in undertaking is the restoration of the antique 

altar hangings that are displayed beside the elevator 

outside the Oertel Room.  Dr. Hal Keiner of Appala-

chian University and the Diocesan Archi-

vist told us that these linens are one of the 

most valuable and historic artifacts that 

St. James possesses. 

 

These altar hangings are deteriorating rapidly.  They 

are not in an archival frame with an acid free mount-

ing board or backing.  They desperately need to be 

mended and cleaned. 

 

Only one person in the nation has been recommended 

for this task.  She is Patricia Ewer of Minnesota, an 

expert in textile conservation.  Ms. Ewer did the resto-

ration work on the Biltmore House textiles.  Our com-

mittee contacted her in 2008. She told us that if size 

isnôt an issue, she prefers items be sent to her for an 

estimate.  She wrote I write an examination/condition 

report with a treatment proposal and estimate. The 

charge for that is $120.00.  It is usually per piece but 

depends.  From this report the client can then decide 

or not to go ahead with the work.  The actual work is 

billed at $120.00 per hour plus materials. 

 

The cost may be more today since this was written in 

2008.  Our committee realizes this will be an expen-

sive project, but these hangings are a significant part 

of the heritage of St. James.  It is the hope of our com-

mittee that St. Jamesô parishioners share our interest 

in preserving this beautiful handmade work of art and 

help us in finding a source for the money. 

What a joy and privilege it was to be with 18 vibrant, 

committed young people!  They came to Lenoir on 

March 13th to spend a week building the Habitat 

houses, and St. James fed them (plus 9 or 10 other 

volunteers) lunch on March 16th.  10 were from 

Providence R.I. College.  8 were from the University 

of Wisconsin at Madison.  Sandy Bray, Verneda Kirk 

and I were the fortunate ones to be with them, and we 

wished the entire church could have been with us. 

Vernedaôs menu of fried chicken, 

slaw, potato salad, macaroni and 

cheese, baked beans, bread, iced tea 

was eaten with gusto.  Sandy, 

Verneda, Mary Lib Todd, Betty 

Purcell, Barbara Busch, Linda Jonas, 

Ruth Miller and Joanna Salgado 

provided the food.  Many thanks to all!  

http://www.saintjamesepiscopal.org/


I have talked about the Celts in recent articles. Who 

were the Celts and what was Celtic Christianity? And 

what is the importance to us as Episcopalians? 
 

Celtic culture is very ancient going back over 3,400 

years. The Celts were a group of peoples loosely tied 

by similar language, religion, and cultural expression. 

They were not centrally governed, and quite as happy 

to fight each other as any non-Celt. They were warri-

ors, living for the glories of battle and plunder.  Every-

one whose family roots lie in central, western and 

northwestern Europe has a Celtic connection of some 

sort. The Celts are thought to have originated in cen-

tral Europe, to the east of the Rhine in the areas now 

part of southern Germany, Austria, Slovakia, the 

Czech Republic, and Hungary. These Celtic peoples 

expanded across the Continent, and eventually inhab-

ited a large portion of 

central, western, and 

northwestern Europe.  

By the time of Christ 

the Celts were firmly 

established in Scot-

land, Wales, Ireland, 

Cornwall, Cumbria 

(North West England) 

and Brittany (France). 

The basic unit of Celtic 

life was the clan, a sort 

of extended family. 

The term "family" is a 

bit misleading, for by 

all accounts the Celts practiced a peculiar form of 

child rearing; they didn't rear them, they farmed them 

out. Children were actually raised by foster parents. 

The foster father was often the brother of the birth-

mother. This fostering played an important in the lives 

of early saints such as St David and St Patrick. ñIt 

takes a villageò. 

 

Christianity came to these Celts in Britain in the first 

few years after the life and death of Jesus Christ. 

There is very strong evidence that the earliest Chris-

tians were present in Celtic Britain around 64-85 AD. 

A particularly important early Christian site was Glas-

tonbury. The ancient name of Glastonbury was Isle of 

Avalon. Glastonbury Abbey and the 

nearby Tor are the locations of some of 

the earliest churches in all Christendom. 

Older even than the catacombs in Rome, 

Glastonbury is one of the places on this 

earth in which the boundaries between history, myth, 

tradition, and legend are very thin. Tradition has it that 

Joseph of Arimathea, who was said to be the uncle of 

the Virgin Mary, was a merchant who dealt in tin and 

traveled from time to time along the trade routes to 

Cornwall, in the southwestern corner of Britain, where 

tin was mined. Tin is key to the manufacture of 

bronze. Tin mining in Cornwall and Devon began in 

the early Bronze Age approximately 2,150 BC and 

ended in 1998. I have met and talked to some of these 

last tin miners.   
 

From these very early years Celtic Christianity devel-

oped, not as a separate Church, but as part of the uni-

versal catholic church. Celtic Christianity refers to 

certain features of Christianity that were common 

across the Celtic-speaking world during the Early 

Middle Ages. It is a set of distinctive practices rather 

than a separate church. There were certain traditions 

and practices that were used in both the Irish and Brit-

ish churches but not in the wider Christian world. 

These include a distinctive system for determining the 

dating of Easter, a style of monastic tonsure (haircut), 

a unique system of penance, and the popularity of go-

ing into "exile for Christ", i.e. monastic and anchorites 

(religious hermits). These differences were largely re-

solved by the Synod of Whitby 664 AD. Celtic Chris-

tianity was largely focused around monasteries rather 

than dioceses. This was not surprising considering the 

clan structure of the 

Celts. St David 

founded or revived 

some 12 monasteries 

through out Wales 

and the West Coun-

try not the least of 

which was the Great 

Abbey at Glaston-

bury, which thrived 

until 1537. 

 

12 SAINT JAMES NEWS ɹ APRIL 2011 

By Ray Williams THE CELTS 

Continued on next page 


