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I absolutely love working with the children 

on Sunday mornings at 10:30 a.m. during 

Children's Chapel time. The chapel is for 

children 3 to 12 years old and we meet on 

the 4th floor in the Childrenôs Chapel lo-

cated at the end of the hallway.  

Chapel is structured in a childôs version of 

the Holy Eucharist. The 

children are eager to find 

out what we will learn 

about next in the read-

ings.  I say ñweò because I 

always learn something 

from them as well.   

We open with a prayer, and 

I have one of the children 

light the candles, which 

they take turns doing each 

week.  Then we learn about 

the Gospel reading for the 

day, either by an older 

child, Jo, or me reading it, 

Godly Play, or giving the children parts to 

read, like a play.  I try to do something dif-

ferent with the reading each week.  Then, 

we have the prayers of the people, and con-

fessions of sins (kid version).   

When time allows, the children have snack 

and do an activity.  We do not always get to 

snack and activities because we get caught 

up in the Gospel reading.  Sometimes we 

go over the church calendar as well; I have 

a felt church calendar, but I am currently 

fixing it up to hopefully hand in the Chapel 

as a teaching tool.   

Around 11:05 children leave the chapel and 

join the Adults during the Passing of the 

Peace and for the Childrenôs Sermon time. 

Following the childrenôs 

sermon, children have the 

option to join their parents 

or go back with me, ñMiss 

Emily,ò to Childrenôs 

Chapel for the remainder of 

the service.  

Childrenôs Chapel normally 

ends before noon and par-

ents can pick their child up 

in the Childrenôs Chapel 

area.  

Anyone is welcome to come 

to Children's Chapel to see 

what we are up to on Sun-

day mornings.  Just let me know you would 

like to join us by sending me an email to 

my address:   

childrensminister@saintjamesepiscopal.org.  

I look forward to working with your chil-

dren in Children's Chapel through the sum-

mer. 

The Reverend Michael Cogsdale, Rector 

The Reverend Melissa Eggers, Deacon 

CHILDRENôS CHAPEL 

By Emily Craig, Childrenôs Minister 
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Here is a question that no one else has asked me but 

that I have been asking myself:  ñMelissa, given that a 

deaconôs ministry is about outreach, why are you on 

the cremains garden committee?  Whatôs that got to do 

with outreach?ò  Itôs a good question. 
 

The most immediate reason I am on the committee is 

that my good friend Charlene put me on it, and I never 

say no to Charlene.  She and Larry and Sherry and 

Eric Miller came up last spring to St. 

Maryôs in Blowing Rock, and I 

showed them the Mary Garden there, 

where the ashes of those who have 

died are buried.  Charlene loved it, and 

the rest is history.  When I returned to 

St. James in late November following 

my internship, my memory is that she 

already had a cremains garden com-

mittee going, and Sherry had started 

drawing up plans for a St. James cremains garden, and 

things sped along from there.  Much work, thought, 

planning, and cost analysis have gone into establishing 

a cremains garden for St. James.  The committee 

members are Charlene Clark and Larry Bailey, Sherry 

and Eric Miller, Larry McMullen, Alyce Walton, Pat-

rick White, Ray Williams. 
 

The plan includes refurbishing the existing columbar-

ium, which has suffered from this past 

winterôs hard cold.  The little flagstone 

walkway is badly cracked.  Some of 

the older plaques need cleaning.  The 

white rock area which replaced a pre-

vious mulch area in front of the bot-

tom tier of plaques is too high in 

places.  One plaque, as seen in the pic-

tures, actually has rocks covering part 

of it.  The photos also show the unevenness of the 

plaques on the bottom tier of the columbarium, with 

some higher than others.  Our columbarium, where the 

ashes of many beloved St. James parishioners already 

reside and where many others of us have purchased 

niches so that we may someday join them, needs re-

pair. 
 

The plan is to enlarge the existing columbarium, 

bringing it across the walkway to tie it into the garden 

area around the statue of St. Fiacre, which has already 

been cleared out, as the picture shows.  This is the 

main area where people who wish may have their 

ashes buried in the ground.  Here on the outside wall 

of the church will be a large 2x3-foot bronze plaque 

on which 51 small 1x7-inch name plates can be af-

fixed to memorialize those whose ashes are buried on 

the church grounds.  The plaqueôs font and the design 

of the cross are the same as those on the columbar-

iumôs niche plaques.  At the top of the 

plaque, beneath the cross, will be these 

words chosen by the committee mem-

bers:  ñIt is in Dying that We are Born 

to Eternal Life.ò  These are the last 

words in a famous prayer attributed to 

St. Francis, a prayer which begins with, 

ñLord, make us instruments of your 

peace.ò  You will find it on page 833 

of the Book of Common Prayer. 
 

A wall will surround that garden area, high enough so 

that it is comfortable to sit on, with an altar at one end.  

And the area between the garden area and the existing 

columbarium will be filled in with paving stones, in 

the center of which will be a ñcircle of lifeò design 

created with the paving stones.  This area joins the 

columbarium to the garden and provides a place for 

people to stand or sit, enlarging the possibilities for 

outdoor church services. 
 

If what I have just described to you 

sounds fairly costly, you are right 

about that.  Itôs extensive work, involv-

ing much labor and excavation, which 

is expensive work.  But once itôs done, 

it will stay done.  Thatôs what I like 

about it. 
 

The other thing I like is that we will indeed have both 

a columbarium AND a cremains garden.  I know 

churches that have only one or the otherðthey house 

ashes in a niche OR they bury ashes in the groundð

but they do not have both.  At St. James people will 

have a choice.  Yet with either choice, the person is 

memorialized with a plaque, and we have ALL our 

loved onesô ashes and names together in one area.   

The Garden of Remembrance 

Continued on Next Page  

By Melissa Eggers 
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It is the happiest thought to me about our ñGarden of 

Remembrance,ò as we wish to call it:  the people of St. 

James and their loved ones will all be there together.   

I find that thought a comforting one. 
 

I wish for it to say what is best about 

St. James:  that in the middle of our 

town in the middle of our county we 

are a lovely little gem of a church 

which offers to everyone warmth and 

welcome in a quiet and beautiful place.  

I wish for the many people who walk 

through our church grounds each week to experience 

the kind of people we are through the way we care for 

our beloved dead.  I wish for them to read the names 

of our dead and to experience our church grounds as 

the holy ground that it is. 
 

Our Garden of Remembrance will not 

be closed off from sight or use, as so 

many memorial gardens are.  People 

may stroll right through it or sit and 

enjoy its beauty as they go about their 

lives.  Perhaps they may be prompted 

to consider joining with us in worship.  

And then, perhaps, they may someday 

become involved in our outreach minis-

try to the community and the world, having experi-

enced our ministry to them.  Wouldnôt that be beauti-

ful?  These are the hopeful thoughts of your deacon. 

Continued from page 2 

  

OPEN SPACE 
  

This summer we will use the 9:10 ð 10:10 a.m. time for reconven-

ing or convening new topics for discussion. If you convened a 

topic at the March Open Space and would like to reconvene the 

group for discussion contact the parish office to schedule a date 

for the discussion.  

  

 

 

 

Also, if you are interested in convening a new topic for discussion 

and were not able to participate in the March event, contact Fr. 

Mike for details and guidelines for convening the discussion.  

  

We look forward to hearing from you. Let the discussions begin!  

  

Childcare will be provided in the nursery.  
  


